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Master’s Program in Area Studies, Graduate School of Global Studies, Sophia University.

February Entrance Examination Question
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The regional frameworks such as “East Asia”, “Southeast Asia”, “South Asia”,
“Middle East”, “Africa” “Europe”, and “Latin America” as research targets, has become
common and established in the development of international strategy and geopolitical
area studies as a policy science, of the hegemonic United States after World War II. In
post-war Japan, these concepts became common as well, and academic societies related
to area studies have also developed according to these divisions.

However, as a matter of fact, the historical and cultural boundaries of these
divisions are unclear. Furthermore, depending on the issue being researched (e.g.,
migration, religion, language and culture, etc.), these regional divisions have become
largely irrelevant.

In relation to this discussion, take up an “area" and issue in which you have a
research interest and discuss the relevance of conventional concepts of “area” and how
the nature of regional concepts and area studies needs to change in line with the

transformation of regions and the world.



