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Sophia University is today one of Japan’s leading private universities,
with a student body of fourteen thousand men and women. Seen from
the perspective of the present, its current form can seem inevitable, and
it is easy to overlook the contingencies that shaped its development.
The story of Sophia’s establishment by the Society of Jesus illustrates,
however, that little about that event was a foregone conclusion. The
steps leading up to Sophia’s founding in 1913 and the nature of the
institution that opened its doors to students that year owed much to the
intersection of three sets of circumstances. One was the state of Jesuit
education at the beginning of the twentieth century. A second was the
situation of the Society’s German Province, the home province of many
of the men who would play a central part in the university’s founding
and first several decades. A third was the ideas and ambitions of the
individual Jesuits most directly involved in Sophia’s creation. These
three factors and how they figured in the university’s early history is
the subject of this booklet.

Jesuit Education at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century
Education became a central focus of the Jesuit ministry soon after the
Society’s founding in 1540. Whereas the older Catholic orders had
concentrated on the specialized instruction of clergy, the early Jesuits
developed a distinctive mode of education that emphasized general
training in the humanistic arts for youths who did not necessarily intend
to become priests themselves. Jesuits founded schools throughout
Europe and overseas as well. By the 1770s there were some eight hundred
Jesuit schools—most at the secondary level—worldwide. From the
mid-eighteenth century, however, the Society encountered increasing
opposition in multiple countries and from other Catholic orders. In 1773
this culminated in Pope Clement XIV’s (1705-1774, r. 1769-1774) issuing
a ban on the order, which resulted in the closure of its many schools.



The suppression of the Society of Jesus in most parts of the globe
continued until 1814, when Pope Pius VII (1742-1823, r. 1800-1823)
allowed the Jesuits to resume their previous activities. From the time
of restoration, education again became the order’s prime concern,
taking priority even over missions among non-Christians. The latter
began to receive attention again only two decades later, under Superior
General Jan Roothaan (1785-1853, in office 1829-1853) and at the
instigation of Pope Gregory XVI (1765-1846, r. 1831-1846), who had
previously headed the Vatican office responsible for missionary work,
the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith (Congregatio
de Propaganda Fide). Various obstacles, however, impeded the
consistent pursuit and development of Jesuit educational efforts. In
most European countries (to a lesser extent in the United States), the
nineteenth century would be a “time of crisis” for Jesuit education.

A persistent problem was the repeated expulsions of the Jesuits that
occurred in one country after another even after the pope’s restoration
of the order. In Spain, ongoing fighting between competing political
forces led to a cycle of expulsion and return: the Jesuits were expelled
in 1835, allowed to return in 1851 under the terms of the Concordat
(or treaty) between the Vatican and the Spanish government, expelled
again in 1868, and permitted to return once again with the restoration
of the monarchy and the Concordat in 1875.

Jesuits in France experienced a similar cycle, but with even more
disruptive consequences. The 1789 Revolution and its aftermath had
resulted in a state monopoly of education and the prohibition of private
schools. As a consequence, when the Jesuits resumed work in France
following the Society’s restoration in 1814, they could set up only minor
seminaries (meant to train boys intending to become priests), a type
of school that lay outside the system of state-recognized educational
institutions. This situation changed in 1850 with the promulgation of
the Falloux Laws, which promoted Catholic education and permitted



private schools at the secondary level. By 1880, the four French provinces
of the Society of Jesus had established around thirty schools, but a
new round of anticlerical laws in 1880 and 1901 led to their abolition.
In Italy, similarly, the Jesuits founded a total of about fifty schools by
1870. In the process of Italian unification, however, all were abolished,
beginning in Sardinia-Piedmont in 1848. The new Kingdom of Italy
closed Jesuit schools in 1859/60, as did Veneto after its merger with
the kingdom in 1866, and Rome in 1873. Jesuit schools slowly began to
reappear under private title of ownership, but the Jesuit order could not
exercise official trusteeship over them prior to the Concordat of 1929
between the Vatican and the Italian state.

Anti-Jesuit laws or measures that made it impossible for the order
to operate schools also existed in Russia (after 1820), Portugal (1834~
1858 and 1910-1933), Switzerland (1848-1973), Austria (1848-1852),
Germany (1872-1917), Mexico (1821-1853, 1855-1863, and 1873-1877),
Argentina (1843-1852), Columbia (1850-1857 and 1861-1885), and
Ecuador (1852-1862 and 1875-1881), as well as in the Central American
states of Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and El Salvador. In Paraguay
the anti-Jesuit expulsion laws issued by the Spanish King Charles III in
1767 remained in force throughout the nineteenth century. Such upheavals
were avoided only in English-speaking countries such as the United States
and the United Kingdom, British colonies such as India, Brazil (though not
without occasional turmoil),! and some smaller states.

Internal debates over how to adapt to changed circumstances
exacerbated these external obstacles. The model of schools and education
that the Jesuits had formulated prior to 1773 could not be applied as is
to the conditions of the nineteenth century. The Ratio Studiorum of
1599, which stipulated the organization and curricula of Jesuit schools,
was revised in 1832, primarily through the addition of new educational

1 The Jesuit school in Pernambuco (now Recife) was stormed by a mob in 1873, for example.



content (history, modern languages, natural sciences). However, these
adjustments were a century and a half too late, and it soon became clear
that it was no longer possible to pursue a global educational program
based on a uniform design and managed autonomously by the order. The
circumstances specific to different regions demanded accommodation,
and the Jesuits had to adapt their efforts to diverse national curricula, or
at a minimum, diverse national and regional conditions.

A key issue in adaptation to local conditions was the level of education
to be offered. Jesuit schools prior to 1773 had been structured as a
pyramid, extending from the study of Latin and Greek as the foundation,
through classical literature and rhetoric, to the pinnacle of philosophy
and theology. The lower levels were indispensable, but the upper ones
could be omitted, depending on the context. In principle Jesuit schools
thus concentrated on general rather than specialized education, although
the Roman College, licensed by the pope in 1552, developed into a
university offering instruction in the higher disciplines.

The post-restoration period saw the evolution of a much sharper
demarcation between “Jesuit schools,” “Jesuit universities,” and theological
faculties under the Society’s management. In only a few places did the
older pyramidal structure survive, albeit in a greatly modified form. The
modern history of the Roman College illustrates the more general trend
of the division of Jesuit educational institutions into separate components.
Until 1873, when the Italian state incorporated Rome and terminated
the Jesuit role in education of the general public, the Roman College still
was a unified entity, comprising the different educational levels from the
foundational humanities to theology. By taking the secondary section
out of the hands of the Jesuits, the Italian state eliminated the colleges
foundational and intermediate levels. What was left was specialized
training in philosophy and theology for those intending to become priests,
something with which the state did not concern itself. This component
thereupon became independent as the Pontifical Gregorian University.



In the United States Jesuit schools encountered a different issue
as regards level. There an educational pattern came to prevail of four
years of “high school” (directed at students approximately fourteen
to eighteen years old) followed by four years of “college” (directed at
those eighteen to twenty-two). The years of schooling associated with
the typical traditional Jesuit “college” straddled but did not correspond
exactly to these two educational levels. This situation sometimes caused
problems for graduates of Jesuit schools who wanted to continue their
education at non-Catholic institutions of higher learning. On the
other hand, these circumstances also encouraged the creation of Jesuit
universities, which came to flourish in the United States.

Financing was yet another problem. The old Jesuit colleges had
depended on funding granted by princes, bishops, or cities. Such
funding enabled the Jesuits to hold to the ideal of not charging tuition;
it also made it possible for not just the well-to-do but those of limited
means to attend their schools. In the changed circumstances of the post-
restoration period this funding became far more scarce. The acuteness
of the problem first became apparent in the United States. Following
an appeal from Jesuits there, in 1833 Pope Gregory XVI issued a
dispensation allowing the Jesuits to charge tuition fees. Inevitably this
led to a de facto “favoring of the rich.” Although the intention was to
use a portion of tuition fees to provide scholarships for gifted low-
income students, this was possible only to a very limited extent.

What was the global situation of Jesuit education in 1913, the year
Sophia University was founded? In that year, the order operated 162
secondary schools worldwide, not including minor seminaries (see
figures 1 and 2).



Figure 1. Jesuit Schools in Europe in 1913.

Schools operated by provinces within their home territory

Country/ Region
Location of school Total
Province
Austria-Hungary ?:iljsnljltlii i/::isat)ria), Mariaschein (Bohemia), Chyréw (Galicia), Kalocsa (Hungary), 5
Belgium Brussels (two), élost, Antwerp, Charleroi, Ghent, Li¢ge (two), Mons, Namur, Tournai, 13
Turnhout, Verviers
England and Stamford Hill (London), Wimbledon (London), Stonyhurst, Spinkhill, 9
Scotland Old Windsor, Liverpool, Preston, Leeds, Glasgow
Ireland Dublin, Sallins, Limerick 3
Ttaly 12
Turin Turin, Cuneo, Genoa 3)
Milan-Venice | Milan, Brescia 2)
Rome Rome, Frascati, Strada 3)
Naples Naples, Vico Equense (2)
Sicily Messina, Acireale )
Netherlands Amsterdam, Katwijk, Nijmegen 3
Spain 17
Aragon Barcelona (two), Zaragoza, Alicante, Valencia (5)
Castile Palencia, Bilbao, Oviedo, Pontevedra, Vizcaya, Tudela, Valladolid 7)
Toledo Madrid, Seville, Malaga, Cadiz, Villafranca (5)
Schools operated elsewhere by provinces banned in their home territory
Province Location of School Total
Erench Provinces Mar]jxeffe (Belgium), Florennes (Belgium), Le Tuquet (Belgium), Ivrea (Italy), Hernani 5
(Spain)
German Province | Feldkirch (Austria), Sittard (Netherlands), Ordrupshoj (Denmark) 3
Schools operated elsewhere by provinces active in their home territory
Territory Location of School Total
Albania Scutari 1
Malta Birkirkara 1
Grand Total 72
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Figure 2. Jesuit schools outside Europe in 1913.

Country/ Region

Jesuit province associated |Location of school Total
with the school*

Americas 70
Maryland Phiadephie Betimore Washington DC (hwoy bufil | 012
Missouri Clevela'nd, Detroit, Toledo, Chica.g(A), MilwauAkee, Cincinnati, (10)

St. Louis, St. Marys (Kansas), Prairie-du-Chien, Omaha

United New Orleans, Grand Coteau (Louisiana), Mobile, Galveston, Tampa,

States | New Orleans Augusta (6)
California Seattle, Tacoma, Spokane, San Francisco, Santa Clara, Los Angeles (6)
Naples Denver (1)
United States Total 35

Canada Montreal (two), St. Boniface (Manitoba) 3

Mexico Mexico City, Puebla, Guadalajara, Cuautitlan, Saltillo 5

Cuba La Habana, Cienfuegos, Sagua la Grande 3

Jamaica Kingston 1

Columbia Bogota, Bucaramanga, Medellin, Pasto 4

Ecuador Quito, Riobamba 2

Peru Lima, Arequipa 2

Bolivia La Paz 1

Chile Santiago, Puerto Montt 2

Argentina Buenos Aires, Santa Fe 2

Uruguay Montevideo 1
German Porto Alegre, Florianopolis, Sdo Leopoldo, Pelotas, Riogrande (5)

Brazil |Others Rio de Janeiro, Nova Friburgo, S. Luis, Bahia (4)
Brazil Total 9

Asia 14
German (Bombay Mission) | Bombay (two), Poona, Karachi (4)
Belgian (Bengal Mission) Calcutta, Darjeeling (2)

India | Toulouse Trichinopoly, Madurai, Palayankattai 3)
Milan-Venice Mangalore (1)
India Total 10

China Shanghai 1

Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) Muntilan 1

Philippines Manila, Vigan 2

Oceania 2

Australia Sydney, Melbourne 2

Africa 4

Egypt Alexandria, Cairo 2

Madagascar Antananarivo 1

Cape Colony Grahamstown 1

Grand Total 90

*Provincial affiliations are listed only for the United States, Brazil, and India
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In Europe there were a total of 72 Jesuit schools.” These included
3 maintained by the German Province outside Germany (where the
Society had been banned); likewise, although all Jesuit schools in
France had been abolished in 1901, the French provinces continued
to operate 5 in exile. The country where Jesuit schools thrived most
was the United States, which had 35, including 10 at the tertiary level.
Altogether North and South America had 70 Jesuit schools, almost
exactly the same number as Europe.

Jesuit education in areas outside Europe and the Americas was
largely still in its infancy at the beginning of the twentieth century. The
Jesuits operated 4 schools in Africa, one in China, one in the Dutch
East Indies (Indonesia), 2 in the Philippines, and 2 in Australia. The
exception was the Indian subcontinent, where the Jesuits had been
active since the 1830s and put a strong emphasis on education. Four
different European provinces operated 10 schools, including 4 that
offered tertiary-level programs.

Because it tied up resources and the direct missionary impact
was low, the priority given education in the Indian missions came
under criticism, both from the Congregation for Propagation of the
Faith and from within the order. Its defenders argued, however, that it
was important for the Catholic church be taken seriously in spiritual
dialogue, by Hindus as well as Protestants, and that this was precisely
what the schools achieved. Writing in 1920 about the educational
efforts of members of the German Province in India, one observed,
“The elevation of the Catholic community from the deepest of religious
and social humiliations to a blossoming Catholic life, prestige, and
influence—this is the great success of the first thirty years of activity by
the German Jesuits [in India]. Catholics no longer have to be ashamed

2 Apart from the seventy-two European schools listed in figure 1, Portugal had once had
seven Jesuit schools, but all had been dissolved at the time of the 1910 revolution.
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of their religion” Even if very few of the students in Jesuit schools in
India converted, their educational experiences helped to gradually
overcome prejudices against Catholicism and Christianity.* The Indian
case stands as a significant precedent for the Jesuit effort in Japan,
particularly as regards the idea of introducing a Catholic perspective
on modern civilization.

At the beginning of the twentieth century the number of Jesuit
“universities” worldwide was still very limited, and they took different forms
in different places. In India, for example, St. Xavier College in Bombay
functioned as part of a confederation of colleges affiliated with a larger
non-Jesuit university structure. French Jesuits in Shanghai operated Aurora
(Zhendan) University. Established in 1903, this institution would assume a
key role in the dissemination of European scholarship to China. Elsewhere
the Jesuits managed a few specialized institutes of higher learning beyond
the secondary level, such as the college for higher education in commerce
in Antwerp, founded in 1852.

Universities under Jesuit management that offered a range of secular
subjects were found above all in the United States. In these institutions
members of the Society typically taught philosophy and theology, and
sometimes also courses in the humanities and natural sciences. Lay
professors taught other specialized subjects, such as law and medicine,
with the supervision of a Jesuit mentor. In 1913, there were ten such

3 Alfons Vath, Die deutschen Jesuiten in Indien, p. 126.

Similar sentiments were expressed in a text dated 27 August 1887: the non-Christian students
of the college would lose their aversion to the Catholic church, appreciate their former teachers,
and honor their memory. “Die Bedeutung und der Einfluss des katholischen Kollegs vom hl.
Franz Xaver in Bombay,” ADPS]J 0-III 55, p. 16. The reverse side, we might say today, is that the
German Province Jesuits sought more an “Anglo-Indian” inculturation than a genuinely Indian
one, such as was pursued subsequently by the French Jesuits of the Madurai Mission and the
Italians of the Mangalore Mission. See Klaus Schatz, “Optionen und missionarische Priorititen
in der Bombay-Mission der deutschen Jesuiten (1858-1916), pp. 398-401.
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Jesuit universities in the United States.” Along with Aurora, they stood
as the most important potential exemplars of a Jesuit “university”

The German Province and Its Missions
The general state and orientation of Jesuit higher education in the early
twentieth century was one important backdrop to the establishment of
Sophia University. Another was the situation of the Society’s German
Province, members of which would play a central role in the university’s
founding and subsequent development. As seen above, the Jesuit order
experienced numerous vicissitudes in the late nineteenth century. This
was particularly true of the German Province. From 1881 to 1907, the
German Province had the most members of any Jesuit province. At the
same time, it faced severe restrictions on its activities in Germany. Both
circumstances were pertinent to its members’ relationship to Sophia.®
In the 1870s the German Empire, newly unified under Prussian
leadership, issued a series of measures with negative consequences for the
Catholic church. The main objective of these measures, which came to be
summed up as the “culture struggle,” or “Kulturkampf;” was to consolidate
the state’s prerogative in education. The government established a unified,
secular curriculum, drafted by the Ministry of Education, that was to be
implemented in all schools throughout the empire. The role of the Catholic
church, which had played an important role in education, was to be limited,
and religious educational institutions were to be banned. As a part of this

5  These included Georgetown University in Washington, DC (the country’s oldest Catholic
institution of higher education), Fordham University in New York, Saint Louis University
in St. Louis, Loyola University in Chicago, Marquette University in Milwaukee, Creighton
University in Omaha, Loyola University in New Orleans, University of St. Mary’s in Galveston
(Texas), St. Ignatius University in San Francisco, and Gonzaga University in Spokane.

6  For further information about the points sketched below, see Klaus Schatz, Geschichte der
deutschen Jesuiten (1814-1983), vol. 2 1872-1917.
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policy, the 1872 Jesuit Law prohibited Jesuit institutions. The administrative
offices of the Society’s German Province and its centers for the education and
training of new members went into exile. The provincial took up residence
in Holland, near the German border, and the provinces novitiate, juniorate,
and section for advanced training in philosophy were also reestablished
there. The centers for advanced training in theology and the final year of
formation (tertianship) were moved near Liverpool in the United Kingdom
until 1894-1895, when they, too, were resituated in Holland.

Individual Jesuits continued to live in German cities throughout the
period of prohibition (although the police had the authority to restrict
their freedom of movement until 1904), and with the gradual mitigation
of anti-Catholic measures from the end of the 1870s, German Jesuits
began to resume a degree of pastoral activities among the populace.
Ironically, banishment did not diminish the order’s growth in Germany,
but rather reinforced its appeal to young aspirants. Between 1872 and
1906 the German Province saw substantially greater expansion in
numbers than did the Jesuit order as a whole. The province’s membership
almost doubled, from 755 to 1,485, a growth rate of 96.7 percent. By
comparison, the membership of the entire Society increased from
8,962 to 15,661, a growth rate of 74.7 percent.

While these numbers attest to the Society’s attraction for German
youth, the limited and precarious possibilities for pastoral ministry in
Germany encouraged those who joined the province to turn to other
areas of activity, such as scholarly research and outreach through writing.
Many more German Jesuits were engaged in these fields than could
be accommodated as teachers at the order’s own religious seminaries.
Foreign missions were another central focus. In the years after 1886,
more than 50 percent of the priests of the German Province who had
completed their training worked in a mission outside Germany. Within
Europe these missions included two in Scandinavia: Denmark from 1873
and Sweden from 1879. The province had already undertaken three

15



overseas missions prior to its expulsion from Germany. One, oriented
to proselytization among non-Christians, was the Bombay Mission
in India. This comprised the archdiocese of Bombay and the diocese
of Poona (established as such in 1886), and in the north stretched far
into present-day Pakistan and the Indus Valley (encompassing Karachi,
Hyderabad, and Sukkur).

The other two overseas missions operated by the German Province
were directed at German emigrants. One was the Buffalo Mission
active in the Great Lakes region of the United States. This mission was
organized into individual communities of Jesuits based in Buffalo,
Cleveland, Toledo, and Prairie-du-Chien (from 1886 a mission among
the Lakota-Sioux in South Dakota was also attached to this last). The
second overseas mission among German emigrants was situated in the
southern Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul. This mission had two
components: one was the operation of five schools; the other was the
management of “colonial parishes,” in other words, peripatetic pastoral
care of the German settlers scattered throughout the countryside.

The number of Jesuits from the German Province working in the
Bombay, Buffalo, and Rio Grande do Sul missions rose significantly
after 1872.With these three mission fields (five, including Denmark and
Sweden), the German Province’s capacity for sponsoring missionary
activities was stretched to its maximum. The acquisition of additional
mission territories of its own would have overwhelmed its financial
resources, if not the personnel it was ready to supply. As a consequence,
groups of German Jesuits were also dispatched to work in other Jesuit
missions in different parts of the globe. German Jesuits joined the
Zambezi Mission (in present-day Zimbabwe) from the time of its
beginnings in 1879. A large contingent of German Jesuits was active in
the pastoral care of German emigrants to southern Chile (centered on
Puerto Montt); others worked in Argentina among Germans living in
the capital of Buenos Aires and the province of Santa Fé.

16



Both alternative forms of activity—scholarship and writing, on
the one hand, and service in overseas missions, on the other—were
pertinent to the part members of the German Province would play in
the establishment and development of Sophia University. The province
had a surplus of scholars prepared to teach in a variety of fields, and
education was a major priority in all its overseas mission territories.
It maintained no fewer than fourteen schools in its three territories in
India, the United States, and Brazil.”

From 1900 on some shifts occurred in this constellation of
circumstances. In Germany itself, Jesuits assumed a more open presence.
They gave public scholarly lectures in major cities under their full name
and as Jesuits. In some cities, Jesuit “stations” appeared. These were not
yet true communities adhering to the established rules of communal life,
but they served as a base that brought together Jesuits living individually
or at most as twos or threes in hospitals or other ecclesiastical institutions.
With the repeal in 1904 of Article 2 of the Jesuit Law, which had served as
the legal ground for the expulsion of Jesuits, individual members of the
province gained security of residence in Germany. The Catholic Center
Party repeatedly submitted petitions for tolerance and sought to have
the law as such overturned. These efforts did not succeed until 1917, but
the authorities showed declining interest in enforcing the law and by
and large acted only when pressed by anti-Jesuit circles. Reflecting this
development, in 1911 Superior General Franz Xaver Wernz (1842-1914),
who was himself German, requested the province to give priority to work
within Germany. The resumption of activities was gradual, and by 1914,
the priests of the province living inside the country still numbered only

7 These were in the Bombay Mission St. Xavier’s College and St. Mary’s School in Bombay, as well
as schools in Poona and Karachi; schools in Buffalo, Cleveland, Toledo, and Prairie-du-Chien in
the Buffalo Mission; and schools in Porto Alegre, Florianopolis, Sao Leopoldo, and Riogrande in
the South Brazilian Mission. In addition, the school in Puerto Montt (southern Chile), while not
under the jurisdiction of the German Province, was founded and managed by German Jesuits.
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a tenth (61 out of 629). Nevertheless, the expansion of opportunities in
Germany itself slowed the growth of the missions. In the same span of
time the missions received only enough personnel to cover losses, and
the percentage of province members working in them shrank.?

Another significant development was the 1907 separation of the Buffalo
Mission from the German Province and the distribution of its members
among the already existing American provinces of Maryland and Missouri.
With close to 1,500 members, the German Province had grown to a size
that called for division into smaller segments, but the fact that it was still
operating in exile militated against subdivision. Separating oft the Buffalo
Mission (which now had 327 members—128 priests, 102 scholastics, and 97
brothers) was a reasonable alternative. Among other things, the pastoral care
of German settlers, which had been the reason for the mission’s founding in
the first place, was now only a small part of its activities. It thus made sense
to incorporate its members and institutions into the neighboring American
provinces.” At the same time the recently relocated former members of the
mission constituted a pool of Jesuits who could speak both English and
German, were missionary-oriented, and had experience in education. The
former Buffalo Mission would prove as important a source of manpower
for Sophia University as did the German Province.

Joseph Dahlmann and His Vision

The official decision that culminated in the founding of Sophia University
can be dated to the early autumn of 1906, when the Twenty-fifth General
Congregation of the Jesuit order met in Rome to elect the successor

8 At the beginning of 1912, those working in the missions made up 38.8 percent of province
members (44 percent of priests); in 1913, it was 37.2 percent (41.9 percent); and in 1914, 34.8
percent (41 percent).

9  For the history of the Buffalo Mission, see also David Wessels, James Rockliff, S.J.: Along the
Journey, pp. 9-11.
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to Superior General Luis Martin (1892-1906)."° On this occasion the
reigning pope, Pius X (1835-1914, r. 1903-1914), directed the congregation
to consider three postulates. The second called on the order to resume
activity in Japan and to establish an institute of higher studies there. The
General Congregation expressed its formal acceptance of the papal request
in the sixth of the decrees it issued. It also directed the newly elected
superior general, Franz Xaver Wernz, to make whatever arrangements
were necessary to carry out the task commissioned by the pope."

Figure 3. Pope Pius X. Sophia Archives.

«c

10  This section is based on Klaus Schatz,
des Westens zu erheben.”

Japan helfen, sich auf eine Stufe mit den Volkern
11 Decreta vigesimae quintae Congregationis Generalis a restituta Societate sextae, p. 16; John W.

Padberg et al., For Matters of Greater Moment, p. 494; Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 1, pp.
50-51,210-11.
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The new Jesuit mission in Japan was thus rooted in an explicit papal
charge. The idea itself, however, did not originate from Pius X. Rather, much
more than previously recognized, it can be traced to proposals made by the
German Jesuit and Indologist Joseph Dahlmann (1861-1930). A member
of the German Province, Dahlmann had been trained in the schools and
centers that the province operated outside Germany. He subsequently
studied Buddhism and Indian philosophy in Vienna and Berlin from 1891
to 1900, after which he was based at the “writers’ institute” of Jesuits engaged
in “proselytization of the pen” that the German Province maintained
in Luxembourg. There he served on the staff of the journal Stimmen aus
Maria-Laach (Voices from Maria Laach), a periodical that sought to bring
a Catholic perspective to issues of modern civilization. Dahlmann visited
Rome in the summer of 1905 following an extended Asian study tour, and
on 3 July 1905, he had a private audience with Pius X. In the course of this
audience, Dahlmann reported, the pope expressed his wish to have the
Society of Jesus engage in the field of higher education in Japan.

Figure 4. Joseph Dahlmann. Sophia Archives.
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Figure 5. Stimmen aus Maria-Laach, cover and table of contents from volume 60 (1901). The
table of contents shows two articles by Joseph Dahlmann. Sophia University Library.

In a letter written a few days later recounting this development,
Dahlmann attributed it to a novena (a special series of nine days of
prayers) that he had made to the Holy Spirit before Pentecost earlier
that year while on his return journey from Colombo to Naples. In these
prayers Dahlmann had petitioned the Holy Spirit to inspire the pope to
undertake a major enterprise for the East Asian mission and particularly
for Japan.'> No historian can counter Dahlmann’ attribution, but the
sources also make it clear that he relied on more than supernatural
means to secure his prayers’ fulfillment.

Dahlmann had a specific and highly ambitious concept of the role the
order could and should play in Japan. Recognizing Japan as being in the

12 Joseph Dahlmann, letter of 6 July 1905 to Assistant Moritz Meschler, ARSI Japan 1001-11, 4.
Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 1, pp. 27-28, 184-86.
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midst of rapid modernization, he called for the Catholic church to assume
amore influential part than hitherto in shaping that process. He bemoaned
the tendency of the Japanese leadership and public to associate Catholicism
almost exclusively with France. It was essential, he asserted, to demonstrate
that Catholicism was central as well to the culture of the three leading
industrial nations with which Japan sought to align itself: Germany, the
United Kingdom, and the United States. Further, for the Catholic church to
be taken seriously by the Japanese, missionaries of a high intellectual caliber
needed to participate in the dialogue concerning modernity. Dahlmann
envisaged German Jesuits making a vital contribution in both areas. These
views underpinned his contribution to the events that culminated in the
decision to dispatch the Jesuits to Japan once again.

The Roman leadership of the Jesuit order had Japan in its sights as early
as 1865, even before it became known that Bernard Petitjean (1829-1884)
from the Paris Foreign Missions Society had learned of the existence of
“hidden Christians” whose roots might be traced to the activities of Jesuit
missionaries in Japan three centuries earlier. In January of that year a
meeting of the regional assistants who served as advisers to the superior
general decided not to seek an immediate part in the renewed mission to
Japan, but the assembly confirmed that the traditional Jesuit link with this
mission field should be invoked when the right opportunity arose."

As it happened it took some time for such an occasion to occur, and
Dahlmann was the first member of the new Society of Jesus to set foot
in Japan. He spent a month there in late 1903 as the extension of a two-
and-a-half-year stay in India and China, traveling to Kyoto and Nagasaki
after visiting Tokyo. From Kyoto he sent a report about his findings to
Moritz Meschler (1830-1912), adviser to the superior general for the

13 Minutes of the Assistant Assembly of 19 January 1865, ARSI, Acta consultationum IV, p. 201.
The first discovery of the underground Christians occurred on 17 March. Assistants advised
the superior general on matters concerning groups of provinces referred to as “assistancies””
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German Assistancy."* Writing on the feast day of St. Francis Xavier (3
December), Dahlmann emphasized the dangers resulting from the
church’s overreliance on French missionaries in Japan and the advantages
that a Jesuit involvement would offer.”” The French Paris Foreign Missions
Society was not up to the task of building a specifically Catholic spiritual
presence in a rapidly modernizing Japan, he declared. As a result, a
vacuum had developed in which information about Christianity was
disseminated almost exclusively by Protestant professors of an excessively
liberal persuasion. Catholicism’s presently weakened position in France
posed an additional problem. The Japanese leadership was following
with great interest the French government’s policy to separate church
and state.'® These circumstances made it undesirable for the Catholic
church to be represented in Japan solely by French missionaries. In
another letter to Meschler written in March 1904 Dahlmann pointed out
a further negative aspect of Japan's associating Catholicism with France:
Japan had entered into war with Russia in February, and the alliance
between Russia and France put the latter on the side of Japan’s enemy."”
German Jesuits, Dahlmann argued, could do much to correct this
state of affairs, especially since the Japanese saw Germany as a model in
the area of education. In addition, sending German Jesuits to Japan would
help to rectify another problem: the tendency of the Japanese to associate

14 The German Assistancy encompassed several non-German speaking provinces as well as
Germany and Austria.

15 Dahlmann, letter from Kyoto, 3 December 1903, to Assistant Meschler, ARSI Japan 1001-I,
12. On this letter and the developments that followed, see also Franz-Josef Mohr, The Jesuit
Japan Mission and the 1929 Visitation by Augustin Bea S], pp. 8-16.

16 As mentioned above, the Third Republic in France had adopted increasingly secularist
educational and social policies since the 1880s, and in 1903 the government had set up a
committee to draft a comprehensive bill ensuring the strict separation of church and state
in all areas of national life.

17  Dahlmann, letter from Zikawei (Shanghai), 15 March 1904, to Assistant Meschler, ARSI
Japan 1001-1, 14.
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Germany with Protestantism. The average educated Japanese, Dahlmann
declared, was not even aware of the existence of German Catholicism.'®
For him, the motif of the need for the Catholic church to play a larger role
in Japans process of modernization went hand in hand with that of the
need to introduce a more correct understanding of German culture.

Dahlmann expanded on his argument for the need of a new approach
to Japan in a report entitled “Die Aufgabe der Kirche in Japan” (The Task of
the Church in Japan), which he submitted to Superior General Martin and
Assistant Meschler in June 1905 when he visited Rome at the conclusion of
his Asian travels.”” At the beginning of July he provided a Latin translation of
the same report to Cardinal Secretary of State Rafael Merry del Val (1865~
1930).* In these reports Dahlmann described Japan as the teacher of East
Asia; what happened in Japan would thus decide the fate or open the path to
the rebirth of East Asia. Hitherto the church had not paid due heed to Japan
in its missionary efforts; it had failed to recognize Japan's key position and had
not handled it any differently from “semi-civilized” Southeast Asian countries.
In particular nothing had been done in the sphere of intellectual life. This, he
asserted, was owing partly to the rudimentary training of the members of the
Paris Foreign Missions Society, who were better suited to working with “semi-
civilized” peoples than an advanced nation such as Japan.?'

Because the church had not sought to be active in the educational field
from the beginning, before Japan was in the position to establish a state
system of higher education, Dahlmann continued, the one-time opportunity
of the first hour had been wasted. The entire terrain of secondary and higher
education had been left to the Protestant missions. As a result, the initial

18  Dahlmann, letter from Kyoto, 3 December 1903, to Assistant Meschler, ARSI Japan 1001-I, 12.

19 Dahlmann, “Die Aufgabe der Kirche in Japan,” ARSI Japan 1001-1I, 7.

20  Dahlmann, “De opera apostolico in Imperio Japonico conficiendo,” ARSI Japan 1001-11, 8. Regarding
the dates of this and “Die Aufgabe der Kirche in Japan,” see ARSI Japan 1001-II, 6. A passage from “De
opera apostolico” is included in Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol. 1, pp. 24-25, 181-82.

21 Dahlmann, “Die Aufgabe der Kirche in Japan,” ARSI Japan 1001-I1, 7, pp. 6-9.
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period of Japan’ rebirth had been simply a “period of loss” for the Catholic
church. If it failed now to make up for that loss, it would forfeit a say not only
regarding Japan's future, but also China’s. The issue at stake was not just Japan
but the whole of East Asia. Japan was sure to win a decisive influence over
China, and China would take its lead from Japan in the area of education.
At the moment, “Teach all nations” (Matthew 28:19) had a specific meaning
in the languages of East Asia: “Build schools, found universities, seek a
dominant position in all fields of human knowledge, all areas of spiritual
progress so as to ensure that the new life that is being drawn into the old
cultures of the pagan East is permeated with the spirit of Christianity.*
Only a cohesive and well-ordered body capable of demonstrating its
pertinence to contemporary Japanese spiritual life could achieve such a
goal, Dahlmann declared. The Japanese continued to view Christianity
with a certain distrust, the product of both three hundred years of
persecution and the fusion of mission activities with colonialism. On the
other hand, among the various Christian denominations, the Catholic
church was the only one respected by the Japanese, who viewed the
papacy as the supreme religious authority of the Western world. They
saw value in establishing a connection with this authority on the basis
of mutual respect and in being recognized by it and thereby put on
a par with the great European powers.” Further, “By participating in
Japan’s spiritual resurgence the church will figure as the church, i.e., as
the supreme religious authority of the Western world, in the movement
that pushes Japan ever forward on the trajectory of the West. As the

22 Dahlmann, “Die Aufgabe der Kirche in Japan,” ARSI Japan 1001-11, 7, pp. 18-23.

23 “For Japan, the papacy is the supreme religious authority of the Western world. And the
Japanese—that is, in their diplomacy—recognize better than some European diplomats the
dominant religious and moral influence of the papacy. For them, the Holy See embodies
the religious and moral ideas of the West. Protestantism for them is a religious-political
zero. For this reason, the new Japan will be ready to do everything it can to keep a friendly
relationship with the Holy See as the supreme religious authority of Europe” Dahlmann,
“Die Aufgabe der Kirche in Japan,” ARSI Japan 1001-IL, 7, pp. 29-31.
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treasure trove of the greatest commodities of humankind, it is the
church that assists Japan to raise itself up to the level of the peoples of
the West” This would have positive consequences for the whole of East
Asia: “If the church understands this cultural mission in the sense that
Providence has reserved for it in East Asia for the twentieth century,
then the twentieth century will truly be its East Asian century. The
rebirth of East Asia will take place through Christ and ‘the restoration
of all things in Christ’ will be achieved even in the most remote East”**
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Figure 6. Joseph Dahlmann’s report “Die Aufgabe der Kirche in
Japan,” June 1905. © ARSI Japan 1001-I1, 7, p. 23.

24 Dahlmann, “Die Aufgabe der Kirche in Japan,” ARSI Japan 1001-II, 7, pp. 31-32. “To restore
all things in Christ” (instaurare omnia in Christo) was the election motto of Pope Pius X.
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As mentioned above, Dahlmann had a private audience with Pius X
on 3 July 1905. Merry del Val presumably had shown the pope Dahlmann’s
report (or atleast conveyed its major points) prior to theaudience. Describing
the occasion in a memorandum dated two days later, Dahlmann wrote that
after confirming that Dahlmann had been in Japan, the pope declared,
“And you should return to Japan!” The pope then stated, “I wish the Society
of Jesus once more to take on apostolic work in Japan. The Society of Jesus
should found grand colleges, magnificent ones. The fullest field of work is
open to the Society of Jesus in Japan. It is of supreme importance to found
grand colleges.”” The pope’s words were clearly a response to the picture of
the situation in Japan that Dahlmann had painted.

The pope pursued another of Dahlmann’s recommendations as well.
Already in his letter from Kyoto to Assistant Meschler of 3 December
1903 Dahlmann had proposed that the Vatican dispatch an “important
and influential figure” to Japan to survey the state of affairs there.** He
expanded on this point in “The Task of the Church in Japan,” stressing the
benefits that would accrue from the Vatican’s making a formal gesture of
respect toward Japan. Having noted that the Japanese viewed the papacy
as the supreme religious authority of the West, he continued:

Japanese diplomacy will also be appreciative, however, if the
Holy See in turn shows through its esteem and trust that it
places the ruler of Japan on a par with European sovereigns.
Every display of the high esteem that the papacy holds for the
sovereign of Japan, every sign of the special trust that the Holy
See places in Japan in recognition of the freedom granted to
the church there envelops Japan in new glory. It attests that

25 Dahlmann, memorandum of 5 July 1905, ARSI Japan 1001-II, 3; Jochi Daigaku-shi
shiryoshii, vol. 1, pp. 25-26.
26  Dahlmann, letter from Kyoto, 3 December 1903, to Assistant Meschler, ARSI Japan 1001-1, 12.

27



the highest religious power on earth recognizes and celebrates
Japan’s parity with the civilized states of Europe.”

A little less than three weeks after Dahlmann’s audience, the Holy
See took a concrete step to implement such an idea. On 22 July 1905
Secretary of State Merry del Val conveyed to Bishop William Henry
O’Connell (1859-1944) of Portland, Maine, instructions that he travel
to Japan as the pope’s personal envoy to Emperor Meiji (1852-1912).%
Together with gathering information about the overall situation, he
was to express the pope’s wishes for Japan’s ongoing progress and praise
the freedom enjoyed by Catholic missionaries in the Japanese empire.”

O’Connell’s stay in Japan, which lasted for almost a month from the
end of October until late November 1905, was a diplomatic success. He
was received by the emperor in Tokyo and treated as the representative
of a foreign sovereign (a significant point, he remarked, given the
punctiliousness of the Japanese in matters of protocol). He also was able
to have fruitful discussions with government officials, including Prime
Minister Katsura Taro (1847-1913). Regarding the other issue he had
been directed to investigate, the state of the Catholic church in Japan
and attitudes toward it, his report to the Vatican corroborated what
Dahlmann had earlier asserted: the French were not particularly popular
in Japan; it was therefore important to have missionaries of Anglo-Saxon
origin; the Paris Foreign Missions Society priests, though devout and
eager, were too shy and not sufficiently pragmatic.*

O’Connell’s positive reception in Japan was encouraging. The year

27  Dahlmann, “Die Aufgabe der Kirche in Japan,” ARSI Japan 1001-11I, 7, pp. 31-32.

28 O’Connell would be appointed archbishop of Boston in 1907 and a cardinal in 1911.

29 Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, supp. vol, pp. 3—4, 259-60.

30 Rapporto di Monsig. O’Connell, Vescovo di Portland, sulla sua missione presso I'Imperatore
del Giappone (printed translation from the English, no place no date), ARSI Japan 1001-11, 9;
AP, N.S., vol. 634, pp. 126-53.
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1906 thereupon became the year for decisions in Rome. On 26 January,
Superior General Martin met with the pope in an audience wherein Pius
X expressed an as yet rather general wish that the Society of Jesus take
on a mission in Japan.’ Martin willingly accepted this request, but his
worsening health and death in April impeded any immediate progress on
the matter. The pope repeated the request on the occasion of the meeting
of the General Congregation that autumn and specified it as centering
on an “institute for higher studies” Thereupon, as noted above, the
Society formally declared its readiness to accept this request. It declared
its willingness to establish an institute of higher studies in Japan, both in
tulfillment of the Jesuits’ specific vow of obedience to the pope regarding
missions and in memory of St. Francis Xavier “and the many martyrs of
the Society who shed their blood in this region in the name of Christ.”*

There was, however, still much to clarify: First, would the Society
be granted its own specific mission territory in Japan, wherein the
Jesuits would carry out the normal range of missionary and pastoral
activities, and if so, where? Second, from where should the Society
draw the personnel to undertake the new mission? Finally, what was
meant exactly by an institute for “higher studies” and how was it to be
incorporated into the Japanese educational system?

Dahlmann continued to express his views on these issues, particularly
the last. According to his account of his audience with the pope, the latter
spoke of the Jesuits founding “grand colleges, magnificent ones** As noted

31 Minutes of the Assistant Assembly of 31 January 1906, ARSI, Acta consultationum VII, 167.

32 Decreta vigesimae quintae Congregationis generalis a restituta Societata sextae, p. 16; Padberg et al.,
For Matters of Greater Moment, p. 494; Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 1, pp. 51, 211.

33 See above, p. 27. Dahlmann later recalled the pope as having spoken not just of “grand
colleges” but also “grand universities.” Mitteilungen aus den deutschen Provinzen der
Gesellschaft Jesu 13 (1933-1935), p. 451; Die Katholischen Missionen 58 (1930), p. 279; Jochi
Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol. 1, pp. 28-31, 186-90. His accounts from the time, however,
describe the pope as referring only to “grand colleges,” not universities. The later formulation
would appear to be a projection backwards that reflects subsequent developments.
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above, the traditional Jesuit college encompassed a variety of levels, and
at the beginning of the twentieth century most Jesuit colleges worldwide
were secondary schools. In many regards the level within the Japanese
educational system to which the typical Jesuit college corresponded most
closely was the middle school, graduation from which provided eligibility
for admission to all institutions of higher learning apart from the imperial
universities. Dahlmann, however, clearly saw the imperial universities
as the pertinent mark for measuring what should be the Jesuits’ aims in
Japan. In an undated memorandum in German that set out in some detail
a plan for moving forward,* he thus argued against taking a slow, step-by-
step approach to building a Jesuit educational program, beginning with
a middle school. Rather, a university should be established immediately
to facilitate full participation in Japanese spiritual and intellectual life,
something that the church had failed to achieve over the past thirty years.
So far Japan had only one university, in Tokyo; a second in Kyoto was still
in the process of formation.” This situation attested to a great need; the
existing universities could accommodate only a few of the large number of
students seeking higher education.

There were practical reasons, too, Dahlmann asserted, for beginning
with a university rather than a middle school. A middle school, unlike
a university, would need to use Japanese as the language of instruction
and thus would require a teaching staff with excellent Japanese-language
skills. For this reason alone, it would take a long time for such a school

34  Dahlmann, undated memorandum, ARSI Japan 1001-I1, 5; Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshit, vol. 1,
pp- 51-58, 211-20. In ARSI, this memorandum, evidently intended for Assistant Meschler, is
filed immediately after the letter Dahlmann wrote to Meschler on 6 July 1905 about his audience
with the pope (ARSI Japan 1001-I1, 4). Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii dates it to late 1906.

35 Kyoto Imperial University was founded in 1897, with a faculty of science and engineering.
It added other faculties over the next decade, with the last, letters, established in 1906.
Dahlmann focuses here solely on state institutions. He either was not aware of or did not
consider significant the move among private schools in this precise period to expand into
the area of higher education.
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to flourish, if indeed it could. It would be better to focus on the area
in which one had a certain superiority. As university classes could be
conducted in English, it would be possible to have a cohesive university
structure from the beginning, with all pertinent disciplines. It should
probably start with three departments: philosophical, historical-
philological, and mathematical-scientific. As the location, Dahlmann
recommended Osaka, since Osaka was a center of trade and industry
that did not yet have an institute of higher education of its own.

To lay the groundwork for this university Dahlmann proposed
that two Jesuits be sent to Tokyo to gather the necessary information
on the Japanese educational system. Reflecting his own background
and association with the journal Stimmen aus Maria-Laach, he also
called for creating a high-caliber, academic journal so as to establish a
presence in Japan’s scholarly world. Since it would not be possible for
the few Jesuits in Japan to put out a periodical of the proper level by
themselves, the journal should be a Society-wide project. “This requires
contribution by the entire Society. It should be a matter of honor for
the Society as a whole to create a journal for Japan, through which the
foremost strengths of the Society are brought together to promote the
scholarly reputation of the church and the Society in Japan. Only a few
can play a part in the university as such but many can contribute to the
university’s reputation through work on the journal”*

Dahlmann assumed that one of the four existing Japanese dioceses
would be transferred to the Jesuits as a comprehensive mission territory.
He further assumed that they could not expect either Tokyo, the
capital, or Nagasaki, the area where most of the descendants of the old
Christians lived. Hakodate, in the north, was too remote. In his letter
to Assistant Meschler of 6 July 1905, he thus urged that the Society
seek to obtain the diocese of Osaka, which included the three major

36 Italicized phrases are underlined for emphasis in the original.
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cities of Osaka (industrial center), Kyoto (cultural center), and Kobe
(major port), no more than an hour’s train journey from each other.”
He continued until the end of 1906 to argue that the Society should
assume responsibility for the Osaka diocese and with it the second
largest population center in Japan.®

The order’sleadership reached decisions in the course of 1907 about the
issues of whether to seek an independent mission territory and what sort
of personnel should be assigned to the Japan project. In both instances the
leadership moved away from Dahlmann’s original vision. It concluded in
September 1907 that for the present the Society should not seek a mission
territory of its own so as to avoid rivalry with the Paris Foreign Missions
Society fathers. The leadership also opted not to entrust the mission to a
particular province, but to treat it as an undertaking of the entire Society
under the direct jurisdiction of the superior general. To strengthen the
missions international character, Jesuits of different national origins were
to be chosen. The leadership initially thought to dispatch priests from
England, Germany, and Spain; in the event, the first three Jesuits sent
to Japan were of English, French, and German background.”” The third
issue, the institute’s specific nature, was left open, pending the further
investigation of the situation in Japan by that first contingent.

Arrival and First Explorations
The new Jesuit mission in Japan began 18 October 1908, when the three
Jesuits assigned to it landed in Yokohama.” One was Dahlmann. The

37 Dahlmann, letter of 6 July 1905 to Assistant Meschler, ARSI Japan 1001-II, 4.

38 Dahlmann, letter of 30 December 1906 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1001-II1, 2.

39 Minutes of the Assistant Assembly of 18 September 1907, ARSI, Acta consultationum VII,
217-18.

40  For Dahlmann’s recollection of their arrival, see Mitteilungen aus den deutschen Provinzen
der Gesellschaft Jesu 11 (1927-1929), pp. 255-56.
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second was James Rockliff (1852-1926). Of British origin, Rockliff
had been superior of the Buffalo Mission from 1898 to 1906, and the
superior general designated him to act as the superior of the small new
mission.*! The third was the Frenchman Henri Boucher (1857-1939),
who had served since 1885 in the Jesuit mission in China supported
by the France (Paris) Province.** They brought with them a letter
from the head of the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith to
Archbishop Pierre-Xavier Mugabure (1850-1910) of Tokyo specifying
the parameters of their activities. It noted that the Jesuits had not been
assigned a specific mission territory of their own and were not to engage
independently in parish work; their charge was rather the education of
young men, particularly in philosophy, and to assist in pastoral care.*

Figure 7. James Rockliff and Henri Boucher. Sophia Archives.

41  Although English by birth, Rockliff was a member of the German Province and had served
in the Buffalo Mission (which until 1907 had been part of the German Province) since
1890. On Rockliff, see also Wessels, James Rockliff, S.J.: Along the Journey.

42 Boucher had served from 1899 to 1905 as rector of the Jesuit community in Zikawei
(Shanghai). He was versed in Chinese and in 1893 published a guide to Mandarin.

43 Letter to Archbishop Mugabure of 8 August 1908, AP, N.S., vol. 634, p. 106.
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Serious oversights had been committed, however, in the process
leading up to this point. The decision to send Jesuits to Japan had
been made solely by the pope, the cardinal secretary of state, and the
Jesuit superior general. Neither the Congregation for the Propagation
of the Faith, responsible for management of the church’s missionary
activities, nor the bishops in Japan had been consulted.** The latter had
heard only through the newspapers of the Jesuits’ impending arrival.
This way of “infiltrating the mission not through the doors, not even
through the windows but through the roof, over the heads of the
bishops,’* understandably upset the Paris Foreign Missions Society
fathers. But, Boucher noted, they did not hold this against the Jesuits
and accepted the decision in exemplary loyalty to the pope.* Dahlmann
reported in early November that the archbishop and his missionaries
had received the three Jesuits cordially; no trace of rivalry or jealousy
was noticeable.”” The same month the archbishop helped to arrange
housing for them in the Myogadani area of Tokyo.*

44  On 6 January 1908, Superior General Wernz wrote to Cardinal Prefect Girolamo Maria
Gotti, head of the Congregation for Propagation of the Faith, that the decision to send the
Jesuits to Japan had been made “at the exclusive initiative of the Holy See” on the basis of
the report of Mgr. O’Connell; the Society of Jesus had not had any hand in it. AP, N.S., vol.
634, p. 121. Although this statement may have been true so far as the official bodies of the
order were concerned, it ignored the role played by Dahlmann.

45  See the letter from Francisque Marnas, a member of the Paris Foreign Missions Society,
from Lyon, 18 April 1907, to Cardinal Frangois-Désiré Mathieu; AP, N.S., vol. 634, p. 116.

46  Henri Boucher, letter of 2 January 1909 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1001-VII,
2. See also Boucher’ diary, entry for 5 September 1908, Sophia Archives; Jochi Daigaku-
shi shiryoshii, vol. 1, p. 131. See as well the letter from Archbishop Mugabure of 23 October
1908 to Cardinal Prefect Gotti after he had received the letter from the Congregation for
the Propagation of the Faith transmitted by Rockliff, AP, N.S., vol. 634, p. 108.

47  Dahlmann, letter of 5 November 1908 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1001-V, 13.

48 The Jesuits had difficulties with the Japanese climate and domestic architecture, and, as
they subsequently reported, they found the Myogadani house, where they lived until mid-
1912, to be poorly insulated against both cold and heat. See Mitteilungen aus den deutschen
Provinzen der Gesellschaft Jesu 11 (1927-1929), p. 257.
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Figure 8. The Myogadani residence used by the Jesuits from November 1908 to June 1912. In
the foreground, Victor Gettelman (left) and Hermann Hoffmann. Sophia Archives.

Having settled in, the Jesuits addressed the main issue: the nature of
the prospective “institute of higher studies” and its place relative to the
Japanese educational system. On this point the Jesuits in Tokyo were
not themselves in agreement. Based on his experience as a teacher in the
United States, Rockliff advocated the traditional Jesuit approach, namely
a classical, humanistic secondary school emphasizing the teaching of
Latin. Dahlmann, on the other hand, argued for offering an independent
university-level program that would complement the courses taught at
Tokyo Imperial University.*

49  Boucher diary, entry for 23 January 1909, Sophia Archives; Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol.
1,p. 135.
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Dahlmann elaborated on his idea in a long report to the superior
general written on Christmas Day, 1908. An independent university-level
college with the three departments of philosophy, (European) literature,
and history would fill a need, he declared, especially since Japanese
teachers could not cover these subjects satisfactorily. Because the teaching
staff should be European or American, using Japanese as the language of
instruction did not come into question. Europeans would never be fully
able to teach in this language on a scholarly level, and ground for not
doing so existed in the fact that European professors were already teaching
European literature (English, German, French) as well as law and history
at Tokyo Imperial University in their respective languages. Teaching in
English would be best because it was the language most widely understood
by the students, with maybe a few courses in German. It was important to
avoid the temptation to reduce what was required of the students so as to
secure greater numbers: it would be better to have an elite with whom one
could really achieve something. Lecturers should likewise refrain from any
obtrusive effort at conversion. This would be counterproductive, since the
Japanese had an inherent distrust of any “foreign religion,” which could
only be overcome if students came to recognize that the Christian religion
was fully compatible with scientific thought.

At the end of the report Dahlmann reiterated his earlier proposal that
the Jesuits in Japan should publish an English-language scholarly journal
with contributions from members of the entire Society. To establish
a presence in Japanese intellectual life it also would be important to
publish solid scholarship in Japanese, initially in the form of translations
of works written in European languages. In the long run, an institute of
writers focused on such activities could form a second community in
Tokyo. This could have a stronger and more direct apostolic character
than the university, and a church could eventually be connected to it.”

50 Dahlmann, letter of 25 December 1908 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1001-VT, 3.
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On 30 January 1909, Rockliff and Dahlmann met with Minister
of Education Komatsubara Eitaro (1852-1919).°! Komatsubara was
interested in reform of the place of the higher school (koto gakko) in the
Japanese system of secondary and higher education. The small number
of higher schools constituted an elite course leading almost exclusively
to the imperial universities, entrance to which required a level of further
training beyond graduation from middle school. Komatsubara, however,
envisioned an expansion and reshaping of the role of the higher school,
something which likely figured in his response to the Jesuits’ inquiries.
In their interview with him, which was conducted in German, the Jesuits
sought his reaction to the idea of establishing a philosophical institute that
would offer lectures in English and German on philosophy, history, and
literature. They also asked about founding a middle and higher school as
a preparatory stage for the institute. These would have a staff of German
teachers and emphasize instruction in English and German. According
to the Jesuits’ reports of the meeting, Komatsubara responded favorably
to these proposals but recommended starting with a middle school.
On the other hand, he rejected as not suited to the Japanese situation
the possibility, favored by Rockliff, of a secondary school curriculum
oriented to instruction in Western classical languages. In the wake of
the interview, Dahlmann called for the simultaneous establishment of a
middle and higher school along with the institute.”

Based on the reports from Dahlmann, Rockliff, and Boucher, the
Jesuit leadership in Rome reached the following conclusions on 10 March
1909: (1) The possibility of the Jesuits being assigned a separate mission
territory of their own should not figure in the considerations of how to

51 Boucher diary, entry for 30 January 1909, Sophia Archives; Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshii, vol.
1,p. 135.

52 Dahlmann, report of 5 February 1909 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1001-VTI, 6.
Boucher diary, entry for 30 January 1909, Sophia Archives; Jochi Daigaku-shi shiryoshi, vol.
1,p. 135.
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proceed. (2) In light of the discussion with the minister of education,
resources should be concentrated on establishing an institute for higher
studies. (3) To this end, university-trained priests would be required;
relying on scholastics who were still in the midst of their training was
not an option. (4) A suitable building with sufficient space and in a
convenient location should be found as soon as possible. (5) It was to
be hoped that funding could be obtained from the Sacred Congregation
for the Propagation of the Faith, individual provinces, and benefactors.”

But debates over the exact character of the institute-to-be were far
from an end, and underlying them was the ongoing question: Was the
priority to be integration into the national education system, or rather, as
Dahlmann envisioned, the creation of an institution more international
in outlook that would provide Japan with access to Western Christian
culture? These debates would continue up through early 1913.

Wrestling with the Character of the Institute

Following a negative assessment of the issue by Anton Ludewig
(1854-1932), the former director of studies at the school operated
by the German Province in Feldkirch (Austria), Superior General
Wernz rejected the idea of establishing a middle school. Ludewig’s key
objections were Minister of Education Komatsubara’s specification
that the school would have to adhere to the national middle-school
curriculum to obtain state recognition and his dismissal of a humanistic
orientation with an emphasis on classical languages.* In Rome the

53 Minutes of the Assistant Assembly of 10 March 1909, ARSI, Acta consultationum VII,
pp- 253-54. These points were confirmed on 26 May 1909, following further letters from
Tokyo. ARSI, Acta consultationum VII, p. 260.

54  Anton Ludewig, report of 25 March 1909, ARSI Japan 1001-VII, 10. See also the comments
by Theodor Nolte of 13 April 1909, ARSI Japan 1001-VIIL 1; and those by Josef Stiglmayr
of 13 April 1909, ARSI Japan 1001-VIII, 2.
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Society leadership continued to favor an institute centered on the study
of philosophy since this fit the apologetic goal of “capturing youth by
countering innumerable errors through the true philosophy.”> This was
roughly in line with Dahlmann’ vision, if construed somewhat more
narrowly. In Tokyo, however, the Jesuits were divided among themselves
regarding the shape of such an institute. Rockliff and Boucher favored
some sort of higher secondary school that could also include lectures
for university students. Dahlmann intermittently agreed with the idea
of a higher secondary school as an interim strategy, but fundamentally
he saw the true goal to be an institute of higher studies that would focus
on the dissemination of knowledge about history and literature as well
as philosophy.*

The three Jesuits’ reaching a consensus was hindered among other
things by differences in personality and temperament. Optimistic
bravado often led Dahlmann, a man of great vision, to overestimate
what was in reality possible, and he frequently promoted plans that
were not well grounded. In addition, he could be harsh and unfair in
his judgment of others. Rockliff, for his part, paid insufficient attention
to consultation and gathering information. He tended to come to quick
judgments and then to see accomplishment of the task as being simply
a matter of having sufficient money. By August 1909 it was apparent to
the leadership in Rome that a change in personnel was needed.”’

The key new figure to be dispatched was Hermann Hoffmann
(1864-1937), then professor of philosophy at the Jesuit training center

55  Assistant Assembly of 22 December 1909, ARSI, Acta consultationum VII, p. 275.

56 Dahlmann, letter of 25 July 1909 to Assistant Meschler, ARSI Japan 1001-IX, 9.

57 The minutes of the Assistant Assembly of 25 August 1909 state: “In light of the letters of
the three fathers of the Japan mission, it would be desirable to have greater steadiness and
agreement among them on what is to be done. Further talents are to be wished particularly
in the superior. These may be provided by another father, English or German,” who was to
be sent to Japan to assess the best course of action. ARSI, Acta consultationum VII, p. 266.
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maintained by the German Province in Valkenburg in the Netherlands.
Hoftmann arrived at the end of February 1910. Following Rockliff’s
return in May to the United States, he became the new superior of the
Tokyo community. With him came Wilhelm Engelen (1872-1934)
from the former Buffalo Mission, who, however, remained in Tokyo
for only one year. Two other Jesuits from the former Buffalo Mission,
Victor Gettelman (1872-1937) and Friedrich Hillig (1866-1938) joined
the community in 1911, as did the first Japanese member of the new
Society of Jesus, Tsuchihashi Yachita (Paulus, 1866-1965), who came
from the Shanghai Mission of the France (Paris) Province.

The arrival of new members and Rockliff’s departure did not
put an end to differences of opinion among the Tokyo Jesuits as to
the best way to proceed with establishing the institute. Concurrent
debates within the Japanese government over the reform of secondary
education complicated the Jesuits’ discussion. Those debates came to
an interim conclusion in July 1911 with the promulgation of the Higher
Middle School Ordinance (Kotochiigakko Rei), which aimed to replace
the small number of existing higher schools with a larger number of
more broadly conceived (but still only government-operated) higher
middle schools. In fact, however, the situation remained uncertain. The
new arrangement was to be enacted from April 1913, but in the event,
implementation was postponed indefinitely.

In April 1910 Dahlmann expressed agreement with the idea of starting
with a higher school.® By the following month, however, what he heard
about the government’s plans for the reform of secondary education led
him to change his stance. It was essential, he wrote, to remain independent
of state restrictions. Rather than an institution oriented toward teaching,
the Jesuits should first establish a purely scholarly academy of philosophical
and historical studies that would enlarge the Catholic church’s presence

58 Dahlmann, letter of 4 April 1910 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-II, 5.
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in Japanese intellectual circles. Sections on theology and natural sciences
could later be attached to this academy.” The superior general expressed
reservations about an approach centered solely on writing and asked

Dahlmann to rethink his proposal.*®

Figure 9. Hermann Hoffmann and Victor Gettelman. Sophia Archives.

Figure 10. Friedrich Hillig and Tsuchihashi Yachita. Sophia Archives.

59 Dahlmann, letter of 17 May 1910 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-1I, 13.
60 German Assistant Wlodimir Led6chowski, letter of 11 June 1910 to Dahlmann, ARSI,
Registro Lettere dei Generali, Assistentia Germanica Missiones III, pp. 259-60.
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Hoffmann saw a solution as lying in the establishment of an evening
school teaching languages that would also offer classes in philosophy.®!
Dahlmann and Engelen opposed this idea on the ground that such a
program would not attract the type of student who was interested in
philosophic matters.* In July 1910, stepping back from his call two months
earlier for an exclusive focus on writing activities, Dahlmann proposed a
more academically oriented evening program that would offer courses in
philosophy, history, and literature while serving simultaneously as the basis
for a scholarly academy.*® At the end of September the superior general
called for a combination of the two approaches. The Jesuits should begin
with philosophical courses open to the public, adding advanced language
courses if necessary. Experience would show which courses in history,
literature, and other disciplines might be added subsequently. Teaching
should be the foundation; the possible establishment of a writers’ center on
this groundwork was something to be left for consideration at a later stage.**

61 Hermann Hoffmann, letters of 26 July and 6 August 1910 to Assistant Ledéchowski, ARSI
Japan 1002-I11, 12, 17.

62 Dahlmann, letter of 5 August 1910 to Assistant Ledéchowski, ARSI Japan 1002-III, 16.
Engelen declared to Hoffmann that “he saw language courses as being of no use whatsoever
and if that’s what it came down to, he would ask to be sent back to his province. We weren’t
here, after all, to teach shop assistants and the like the basics of English and German.”
Hoftmann, letter of 6 August 1910 to Assistant Ledochowski, ARSI Japan 1002-II1, 17.

63 Dahlmann, letter of 3 July 1910 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002- III, 1.

64  Superior General Wernz, letter of 24 September 1910 to Hoffmann, ARSI Japan 1002-1V; 15.
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Figure 11. Tokyo Jesuits, 1916. From left, Antonio Guasch, Hermann Hoffmann,
Victor Gettelman, Joseph Dahlmann. Sophia Archives.

The back-and-forth over what direction to pursue continued for the
next two and a half years. At the end of 1911, Dahlmann came back to
his project of a scholarly academy with an international, world-church
orientation. The advantage would be that a start could be made with the
resources at hand.® No matter how small, the academy could immediately
stand in the foreground of intellectual circles in Tokyo, and the world
church would be worthily represented in Japan by such an international

65  As such resources Dahlmann identified Hoffmann for philosophy, Gettelman for ethics,
Hillig for natural sciences, Tsuchihashi for mathematics, and himself for culture and the
history of religion in India and East Asia; these would only have to be supplemented by
experts in the fields of history, psychology, biology, and literature.
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enterprise.® Rome remained skeptical: first-class scholars would be required
for an academy of this sort, and appropriate personnel were currently not
available on the desired scale.”” An alternative suggestion voiced in Tokyo
was to make use of existing contacts to form an association of students from
various universities, thereby creating a venue for giving lectures on moral,
philosophical, and religious topics. Hillig favored this approach, noting that
it would build on what was already in place. A number of students were
already coming to the Jesuits, and they could be expected to bring others in
their wake.* Superior General Wernz also endorsed this idea.®

By autumn of 1912 several of the Tokyo Jesuits were moving toward
the idea of a more formal educational institution. Although they continued
to fear that seeking government accreditation would limit their freedom
to arrange matters of the school as they saw fit, they also increasingly
recognized accreditation to be a necessary condition for success in the
Japanese context. In September Hoffmann described an envisioned
program stressing instruction in German and English language with
lectures on history, geography, mathematics, Japanese, and Classical
Chinese—in effect a program at the upper secondary level.”” Two months

66  Dahlmann, letters of 31 December 1911 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-IX, 10-11.

67 Superior General Wernz, response of 22 February 1912 to Dahlmann, ARSI, Registro
Lettere dei Generali, Assistentia Anglica, Missiones II, p. 272.

68  Friedrich Hillig, letter of 10 January 1912 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-X, 5.

69 Letters from Rome of 22 February 1912 to Hoffmann and Dahlmann, ARSI, Registro
Lettere dei Generali, Assistentia Anglica, Missiones II, p. 272.

70 Hoffmann, letter of 1 September 1912 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-
XIII, 1. See also Theodor Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, p. 52. Dahlmann,
coming around to the idea of emphasizing instruction in German, took note of the
positive consequences this might have for the situation of the Jesuits in Germany. The
representatives of the Catholic Center Party could then say in the Reichstag: “German
Jesuits are building a home for the German language on foreign soil, while you deny them
a home in their own country. German Jesuits are planting and nurturing an appreciation
for the German language in the hearts of a youth enthusiastic for the treasures of German
intellectual achievements, while you forbid them from using this language in holy places.”
Dahlmann, letter of 21 October 1912 to Assistant Leddchowski, ARSI Japan 1002-XIII, 14.
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later he approached the Ministry of Education about obtaining approval
for a three-year program of this sort. The vice-minister responded that
the Jesuits’ plan resembled a higher school, an educational category
reserved for state institutions.”

The option that then took shape through consultations with the
ministry over the next few months was to seek recognition as a “specialized
school” (senmon gakko), the category under which private universities and
other institutions of higher learning apart from the national universities
were accredited. At the end of February 1913, Ministry of Education
officials indicated to Hoffmann that although it would be difficult for the
Jesuits to gain approval for a self-standing higher school, they might be
able to establish a comparable program as the preparatory division of a
specialized-school university.”> Such preparatory divisions had recently
been incorporated by several major private universities to provide training
beyond the middle-school level and thereby equip students to pursue a
university-level curriculum. As subsequently reported by Dahlmann,
Hoftmann responded that the Jesuits could readily construct a two-part
program along such lines: “It would be easy, for our main goal was an
institute where philosophy, literature, and history were taught, similar to
a faculty of philosophy. So far [Hoffmann] had assumed that we could not
start from the head but had to proceed from the bottom, and that was why
he had not previously sought recognition for an academic institute””?

Two weekslater, on 14 March 1913, the Jesuitsapplied for recognition
of a five-year private university consisting of two components: a
two-year preparatory division emphasizing language instruction,
primarily in German and to a lesser extent in English, and a three-

71 Hoftmann, letter of 10 November 1912 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-XIV, 4.
See also Hillig, letter of 20 November 1912 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-
X1V, 8-9; Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia University, p. 52.

72 Hoffmann, letter of 30 March 1913 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-XV, 13.

73 Dahlmann, letter of 8 May 1913 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-XV, 18.
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year specialized division. The preparatory division closely resembled
the higher-school-like program proposed and rejected earlier. The
three-year specialized division had two sections. The first, Philosophy
and German Literature, could be seen as realizing the original goal,
a philosophical institute. The second, Commerce, was a new element,
adopted in acknowledgment of the need to attract students through
practically oriented offerings.”
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Figure 12. First pages of the application to the minister of education for permission to establish a
private university. Sophia Archives.

Despite these concrete steps, the Jesuits faced several obstacles
before this eventual version of the “institute of higher studies” could
be fully launched. Negotiations over the purchase of an appropriate
piece of property and difficulties with some of the former owners

74 Hoffmann, letter of 1 April 1913 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-XV, 15.
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preoccupied the Jesuits’ attention for much of 1912.7 At the beginning
of 1913 rumors rising in part from the anti-Jesuit law in Germany
led government officials to voice reservations about the Society and
allowing it to establish a school in Japan. Dealing with these objections
took some maneuvering, but eventually they were overcome by an
affidavit from Mikami Sanji (1865-1939), professor of history at Tokyo
Imperial University, that the Jesuits did not pose a “risk to the state”®
Internal controversy among the Jesuits over the appellation daigaku
(“university”), evidently adopted for the institute at a quite late point in the
consultations with the Ministry of Education, also added a discordant note
to the process of obtaining accreditation. Superior General Wernz had
designated the Latin term Sapientia (“highest wisdom”) as the name for the
institute in March 1909, long before its nature had been determined, and
the Japanese word Jochi had been adopted at that time as the equivalent
of Sapientia.” In April 1911, the Jesuits decided on Jochi Gakuin (which
might be rendered as “academy of highest wisdom”) as the name for the
juridical corporation legally necessary to establish an educational entity.
During the negotiations with the Ministry of Education in late 1912 and
early 1913, however, Hoffmann chose Jochi Daigaku (Jochi University) as
the name for the prospective school to be operated by the corporation.
Boucher complained about this to the superior general, arguing that the

75  See the correspondence in ARSI Japan 1002-VIII and Japan 1002-IX passim; ARSI, Registro
Lettere dei Generali Assistentia Anglica Missiones II, pp. 256, 259, 263. See also Hoffmann’s
obituary in Mitteilungen aus den deutschen Provinzen der Gesellschaft Jesu 15 (1939-1941),
pp. 5-6.

76  Mitteilungen aus der Deutschen Provinz der Gesellschaft Jesu 9 (1921-1923), pp. 213-14;
Mitteilungen aus den deutschen Provinzen der Gesellschaft Jesu 11 (1927-1929), p. 259.
See also Boucher diary, entry for 28 February 1913, Sophia Archives; Jochi Daigaku-shi
shiryoshii, vol. 1, p. 154.

77  Letter from Rome of 19 March 1909 to Rockliff, ARSI, Registro Lettere dei Generali,
Assistentia Anglica, Missiones II, p. 195. See also Geppert, The Early Years of Sophia
University, pp. 59-60. The English name Sophia used presently by the university was only
adopted later (Sophia being the Greek equivalent of Sapientia).
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title’s lofty implications were at odds with reality. Jochi Gakuin, the name
of the juridical corporation, should be used instead.”® Superior General
Wernz agreed: the new title, which had been chosen without his agreement,
was inappropriate to the projects humble beginnings.” Dahlmann and
Hoftmann defended the name and sought to placate the superior general.
The change from gakuin to daigaku, they asserted, had been made at
the suggestion of the ministry to facilitate approval. Further, the term
daigaku meant simply a school of the highest caliber and not necessarily
a multi-faculty institution in the European sense.® The superior general
acknowledged their argument but directed them to avoid use of the
designation “university” so as not to invite misunderstanding.*'
Ultimately, however, these problems were surmounted. The Ministry
of Education accredited the main specialized-school program of
preparatory and specialized divisions at the end of March 1913, and an
adjunct evening program of classes in German and English language
was also approved. The newly fledged Jochi Daigaku opened its doors
shortly thereafter in April. Thirty-six students enrolled in the German-
language classes offered in the evening, and eleven in the English-
language ones. Twenty students—more than expected—registered for
the preparatory division of the university program proper, although
the number dropped to fifteen after a month.® In spring 1915 the initial

78  “They will show themselves ridiculous, using the name ‘university’ when they start off with
a negligible number of students—if any at all—who first have to learn the German alphabet”
Boucher, letter of 24 March 1913 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-XV, 12.

79  Letter from Rome of 19 April 1913 to Hoffmann, ARSI, Registro Lettere dei Generali,
Assistentia Anglica, Missiones III, p. 18.

80 Dahlmann, letter of 8 May 1913 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-XV, 18;
Hoftmann, letter of 12 May 1913 to Superior General Wernz, ARSI Japan 1002-XV, 19.

81 Letter from Rome to Hoffmann of 21 May 1913, ARSI, Registro Lettere dei Generali,
Assistentia Anglica, Missiones III, pp. 19-20; letter to Dahlmann of 12 June 1913, pp. 21-22.

82  Hoffmann, letters to Superior General Wernz of 23 April 1913 and 31 May 1913, ARSI
Japan 1002-XV, 17, 20.
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group of students advanced to the specialized division, and three years
later, in 1918, Jochi Daigaku sent its first nine graduates into the world:
two in philosophy, two in German literature, and five in commerce. The
young university would continue to face many anticipated challenges
and unforeseen setbacks in the following decades, but it was at last set
on a defined path forward.
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