James Rockliff, S.J.
Along the Journey

by David Wessels, S.J.

Jr—LX-Ovy2VU2
ZOHHEWU>T

FIO94vR - DxvE)LX =

Sophia Archives Booklet
YIAT +T—HATX FyosLyt



James Rockliff, S.J.
Along the Journey

by David Wessels, S.J.

Jr—LX-OvIUD
Z D F%EWU>T

FOqsvR-DxIvEILX &

Sophia Archives Booklet
VYI4T - T—HATX Tyosrvyh



James Rockliff
(Sophia Archives)

Vr—LX-mvs1)7
(VT4T = T=HA T X k)



Rudolph Meyer
(Courtesy of Jesuit Archives and Research Center, Saint Louis)

WEIVT « AV —
(£ MUA ZHOA LXART A4 T Rt >/ 52— k)



James Rocklift, S.J.
Along the Journey

by David Wessels, S.J.



Table of Contents

BaCKGIOUNG +++++++++vvsesssesssessssisss s 5
Rockliﬂ"s Early N EArS vvvrrrrrrrerereremreseee e 8
The Buﬂ‘alo MiSSiOH Period .................................... 9
Rockliff, Rome, and the Missouri Province -+~ 12
Rockliﬂ"s Joumey to Japan .................................. . 16
Rockliff’s Return to the United States -+~ 24

A Perspective on the Person and Mission
Of James ROCkllff .................................................. 28

References and Research Materials -« 38



Background

James Rockliff was born in Rawtenstall, Lancashire,
England, on October 4, 1852, and died in Missoula, Montana,
U.S.A., on December 4, 1926, at the age of 74. His eventful life
was marked by many surprising twists and turns, with
significant journeys on land and sea, amid many peoples,

cultures, and historical transformations.

My own awareness of Rockliff’s life for many years
was limited to a few remarks I had heard concerning his
biography that were related to the origins of Sophia University
involving a small group of Jesuits in the early twentieth century.
Along with Fr. Joseph Dahlmann and Fr. Henri Boucher, Fr.
Rockliff arrived in Yokohama aboard the Princess Alice on
October 18, 1908. The three Jesuits immediately met the
Catholic Archbishop of Tokyo, Pierre-Xavier Mugabure, in
Yokohama, and then made their way to Tokyo, where they were
provided with accommodations by the Archbishop. The
Archbishop and his staff helped them on the project of
establishing an “institute of higher studies” that had been
mandated to them by Pope Pius X and the Jesuit Superior
General, Fr. Franz Xaver Wernz. The background to that mission

included earlier efforts by Fr. Dahlmann, who had visited Japan



in 1903 and had recommended a higher education project to
Jesuit and Catholic Church officials in Rome; and also by
Bishop William Henry O’Connell of Portland, Maine, U.S.A.,
who had been sent to Japan as a papal emissary to open the way
for better relations between the Catholic Church and the rising
power of Imperial Japan. Japan had become a major player in
the international relations of East Asia by its crushing defeat of
Imperial Russia in early 1905. O’Connell’s visit at the end of
August 1905, preceded by only a few days the signing of the
Treaty of Portsmouth (New Hampshire) that definitively ended

the Russo-Japanese War.

In the 1970s and 1980s, Japan was going through an
“internationalization” boom that deeply engaged Sophia
University.  Japanese society was taken up  with
internationalization, particularly in its economic relations with
the rest of the world; and Sophia was a leader in this regard. The
common narrative I heard at the time was that the re-entry (in
1908, after about 300 years of expulsion and persecution) of the
Society of Jesus into Japan, and the subsequent founding of
Sophia University, was truly “international,” because it was
begun by the German Fr. Dahlmann, the Frenchman Fr. Boucher,
and the Englishman Fr. Rockliff. Their three different

nationalities seemed a sufficient, satisfying explanation of



Sophia’s international character until some anomalies in the
story sparked my curiosity later on. Of course, the argument was
that the internationalization which Sophia was going through in
the 1970s and 1980s was a continuation of its founding spirit

and decades-long history.

Dahlmann apparently had a Luxembourg passport, and
had spent many years on the missions in India. Boucher had
been a missionary in China for a long time. And Rockliff, while
born in England, had an wunusual background in the
German-speaking world and had spent most of his adult life and
career in the United States. I also discovered that the original
Charter (kifu koi 5547 %) of Jochi Gakuin (.-~ which
bore the English-language title of Sophia University in the
1970s) that Fr. Hermann Hoffmann had drawn up on February 8,
1911, included Article 21, which stated that in case of
dissolution of the legal person, the proceeds would go to Saint
Louis University, in Saint Louis, Missouri, U.S.A. Since my
roots were in Saint Louis and I had graduated from Saint Louis
University, this surprise discovery increased my interest in the
circumstances that had led to the insertion of that clause in the
Charter. I suspected that the key to understanding these puzzles
might be related to Fr. Rockliff.



Rockliff’s Early Years

Rockliff studied at Stonyhurst in England and then
ventured to the German College, Stella Matutina, in Feldkirch,
Austria. The obituary of Rockliff by John C. McAstocker in the
Western Jesuit (April 1927) reports that Rocklift’s knowledge of
the German language led him to enter the Province of Germany
of the Society of Jesus on September 30, 1872, at Exaaten,
Holland. At that time, several works of the German Province
were located in Holland, because the “May Laws” had driven
the Jesuits out of Germany. McAstocker writes that Rockliff
thought that his knowledge of English would be more valuable
in the German Province than his knowledge of German would
be in the English Province. These trips to Austria and Holland
were characteristic stages in the many journeys of Rockliff’s
long life. His juniorate (1874-1876) and philosophy (1876-1879)
studies were in Holland, after which he was sent to Feldkirch as
prefect and teacher of English (1879-1884). Then he went to
Ditton Hall, Lancashire, England for theology studies
(1884-1889) and was ordained to the priesthood on December
18, 1887. His final year of Jesuit formation, tertianship, was
spent at Portico Chapel, near Prescot, Lancashire (1889-1890).



The Buffalo Mission Period

A short explanation is necessary at this point to put the
next period of Rockliff’s life into perspective. After the Civil
War (1861-1865) in the United States, the country began a long
period of relative political stability, geographic expansion, and
economic growth that was the envy of many regions in Europe
that were experiencing turmoil and war. It became a magnet
attracting millions of immigrants. Not only were the German
Jesuits unable to exercise their ministry freely in Germany, but
also they realized that there was a growing need for
German-speaking priests in the United States, which was
receiving millions of immigrants from German-speaking areas
in the late nineteenth century. These historical circumstances
combined the needs of Catholics in the United States with an
outlet for the German Province’s members. Initial work by
German Province Jesuits in the U.S. had already begun before
the Provincials of the Germany, Missouri, and Maryland
Provinces consulted in 1867-1868. After that consultation, the
Buffalo Mission of the German Province was launched in 1869,
initially with churches in Buffalo (New York) and Toledo
(Ohio).

The territorial limits of the Mission were determined in



1871 to include the dioceses of Buffalo, Erie, Fort Wayne,
Rochester, Cleveland, Detroit, Marquette, St. Paul, La Crosse,
Green Bay, and one station in Milwaukee, or else Racine or
Madison. This covers a large swath of territory across much of
the northern regions of the United States. Later it expanded to
cover Indian missions even farther west in South Dakota. Henry
Regnet reports in his brief history of the Buffalo Mission
(Regnet, p. 8): “(the Buffalo Mission)...grew in 38 years
through accessions from abroad and native vocations to a total
of 321 members” when it was dissolved in 1907 and its
members were incorporated into the Missouri Province (195
members), the Maryland-New York Province (85 members) and
the Rocky Mountain Mission of the California Mission of the
Turin Province (35 members), with six members recalled to the
German Province. This gives some perspective for the next

journey in Rockliff’s life.

Both the Buffalo Mission and the Missouri Province
demonstrated considerable institutional growth in these years.
The Missouri Jesuits had begun as a Mission of the Maryland
Province in 1823. They became an Independent Mission (under
the Superior General in Rome) in 1831, a Vice-Province in 1840,
and a Province in 1863. The Missouri Jesuits took over St. Louis

College (which developed into the present Saint Louis
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University High School and Saint Louis University) in
1826-1827, and continued during the next century to found or
develop numerous other educational institutions within their
assigned territory. A retrospective on the period lists nine
educational institutions of the Missouri Jesuits and three of the
Buffalo Mission (Byrnes, et al, p. 49), while most of the
Buffalo Mission’s growth was in the field of churches and
missions. Some of the institutions in the more westerly regions
were assisted by Jesuits who had come from the California
Mission. The regions under the Buffalo Mission were adjacent
to or intermingled with those of the Missouri Province, as well

as those of the Maryland (later Maryland-New York) Province.

This was the background situation in which Rockliff
was sent to the U.S.A. immediately after completing tertianship
in 1890. He began to teach at St. Ignatius College, Cleveland,
Ohio; then he was appointed rector of Canisius College,
Buffalo; and from July 25, 1898, he became the Superior of the
entire Buffalo Mission. Rockliff continued as Superior until
1906, when he was succeeded in that post by Fr. Rudolph Meyer,
S.J., of the Missouri Province. Fr. Meyer becomes an important
person in this story who sheds light on Rockliff’s life and
journeys. Meyer had served as President of Saint Louis
University from 1881 to 1885, and then as the Provincial of the

11



Missouri Province from 1885 to 1889, the first Jesuit born in the

United States to serve in that post.

Rockliff, Rome, and the Missouri Province

With the death of the Jesuit Superior General, Fr. Luis
Martin, in April 1906, the Twenty-Fifth General Congregation of
the Society of Jesus was held in Rome from August 31, 1906. At
that time, Fr. Rudolph Meyer was serving as the Assistant for
the English Assistancy, and Fr. Rockliff as the Superior of the
Buffalo Mission of the German Province. From a perspective
years later, Wilfred P. Schoenberg writes more extensively about
this period: “When Father General Luis Martin died in Rome on
April 18, 1906, Rockliff had been summoned to Valkenberg,
Holland, for a provincial congregation to elect delegates who
would choose Martin’s successor. Rockliff was elected as one of
the delegates and in Rome he was on hand to congratulate the
new general, Father Wernz, a German. Wernz had kept him in
Rome to assist in the reorganization of the provinces in eastern
United States.” (Schoenberg, p. 282) There may be some
misinformation included in this quote, because the list of
delegates to the 25th General Congregation does not include
Rockliff’s name (Padberg, et al., pp. 733-734). However, it does

seem to me quite likely that, as Superior of the Buffalo Mission
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of over 300 members, Rockliff would have been at the German
Province Congregation, and may well have gone on to Rome
from there, whether or not he was an official delegate at the
General Congregation. In any case, the 25th General
Congregation concluded on October 18, 1906. It seems certain
that, after the election, Father Rockliff remained in Rome and
was frequently called for consultation by the new Superior
General regarding the amalgamation of the Buffalo Mission into

the Provinces of Maryland-New York and Missouri.

This brings the story of Rockliff to Rome in 1906 and
1907. It is also the time and place for a confluence of events and
persons important in Rockliff’s life. The General Congregation
in its Decree 6 regarding the missions stated: “The Most Holy
Father [Pope Pius X] also strongly commended to the Society its
ancient mission in Japan, and especially the establishment of an
institute of higher studies in the region that it had cultivated.
Wherefore the general congregation, by unanimous vote
professed itself fully prepared to undertake both the works as
offered...” Then, in Decree 8, concerning provinces located on

3

other continents, “...the general congregation by unanimous
vote gave Father General special authority until the next
congregation to endow those overseas provinces with the rights

of ordinary provinces...” (Padberg, et al., p. 494) It is also
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significant that the man elected as Superior General by the
Congregation was Fr. Franz Xaver Wernz, delegate of the
Province of Germany and Rector of the Pontifical Gregorian
University in Rome. The Congregation had mandated action on
the Japan Mission and on the devolution of powers to “overseas

provinces,” tasks committed to Fr. Wernz.

The Congregation and its aftermath brought together
Frs. Wernz, Meyer, and Rockliff. I surmise that Rockliff was at
least acquainted with, and probably quite familiar with, both
Meyer and Wernz already before this time, because of his
connections with the Buffalo Mission, the Missouri Province,
and the German Province. In any case, I further surmise, against
that background, that Meyer and Rockliff worked on details of
the amalgamation of the Buffalo Mission into the two American
Provinces, concerning which Wernz made the final decisions.
Rockliff would have been the most well-informed person about
the Mission, and Meyer is listed as the Superior of the Mission
in the 1907 catalog of the German Province. To make a smooth
transition of the Mission to the American Provinces, it appears
that Meyer replaced Rockliff as Superior of the Buffalo Mission
for a brief time. Furthermore, Meyer was then appointed
Provincial of Missouri from 1907 to 1912 (his second term in
that post), the Province into which entered the bulk of the

14



members of the now dissolved Buffalo Mission.

Wernz knew Meyer and Rockliff from their work in
Rome, and meanwhile was undertaking the project of sending a
Jesuit mission to Japan. Rockliff’s experience as Buffalo
Mission Superior and his knowledge of both English and
German made him a suitable candidate as local superior for the
new Japan Mission, accompanied by Fr. Dahlmann, who had
been an important instigator of the whole project. Another
related outcome of these events that later becomes important in
the life of Rockliff was the establishment of the California
Province. In accord with the devolution decree of the previous
General Congregation, as implemented by Fr. Wernz, it was
announced on July 31, 1909, that the new California Province
would replace the California, the Rocky Mountain, and the
Alaska Missions of the Turin Province on the west coast of the
United States. It was formally inaugurated on September 8,
1909, with the appointment of Fr. Herman Goller as its first
Provincial Superior. This new Province then became part of the

story that will intersect with Rockliff’s journeys later.
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Rockliff’s Journey to Japan

In a letter to Fr. Thiel, the German Provincial, on July
22, 1907, Fr. General Wernz already reported that he was
thinking of sending Frs. Rockliff and Dahlmann to the new
Japan Mission, and that on this trip via Europe and the
Philippines, perhaps a Spanish Father could be added to the
group. (Wernz letter) Fr. Boucher’s diary says that he received
his own destination for Japan on February 9, 1908. (Geppert, p.
28) The instruction for the first Fathers (Rockliff, Dahlmann,
Boucher) to be sent to Japan was signed by Fr. Wernz on July 31,
1908. (Geppert, p. 30) Fr. Dahlmann’s letter to Fr. Thiel from
Rome on September 8, 1908, reported on a number of meetings
that had been held with ecclesiastical authorities in Rome, as
well as the assignment of Fr. Rockliff as the first Superior and
himself and Fr. Boucher as Consultors of the small new
community in Japan. (Woodstock Letters, Volume 38 [1909], pp.
121-124) Rockliff wrote to Meyer from Buffalo on June 7, 1908,
before leaving for Rome, and then again from Rome on
September 7, 1908. He mentions in the September letter that he
had also written details about the Japan Mission to Fr.

Hanselmann, who was the Provincial of Maryland-New York.

Rockliff’s letter of September 7 makes several points
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about his expectations and about the nature of the Japan Mission

itself, and so I will quote verbatim excerpts here:

1. The mission remains “ad interim” immediately under
V. Rev. Fr. General.

2. He will make an appeal to the whole society for
prayers and eventually for men and financial aid as
soon as things begin to shape themselves favorably
in Japan.

3. We are sent by His Holiness, and do not intrude
ourselves into the Japanese field. (It is important that
this be well understood and anything to the contrary
that might appear in the papers is false, and should
be contradicted if it be prudent & worth while to do
S0)

4. Being sent by the Pope we have received official
introductions to the ecclesiastical and civil
authorities from Cardinals Gotti [Propaganda Fide]
& Merry del Val [Secretary of State].

5. Our main work for the present is to prepare for the
establishment of an Institute for higher studies with
courses in philosophy, and kindred subjects. (The
word University is not to be used, nor is it mentioned

in any document) Our secondary work is to take up
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the usual spiritual works of the Society according to
our rules, customs & privileges. Our third occupation
will be the study of Japanese.

. We are to keep in close contact with the English
Assistant & the American provinces, as in all
probability the mission will be given over sooner or
later to the Missouri Province as was expected
during the last Congregation, indicated to Card.
Merry del Val when Your Reverence said farewell to
him & suggested again in the document of
amalgamation of the defunct German
mission....What I say about the Missouri Province is
more conjecture on my part than official information,
though I know from conversation with V.R.F.
General that he thinks of giving the mission over to
America unless untoward events & political

considerations should make it undesirable....

There are several matters touched upon in this letter that tell us
about Rockliff and the Japan Mission. He was in contact at this
point with both the Provincial of Maryland-New York (he had
been assigned to the Maryland-New York Province at the
dissolution of the Buffalo Mission, presumably because he had

been stationed in Buffalo) and the Provincial of Missouri; and
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he obviously thought that the Missouri Province would play a
prominent role in the future of the Japan Mission. Since Rockliff
knew Meyer from matters relating to the Buffalo Mission as
well as the Japan Mission, and since Meyer was once again
Provincial of Missouri, Rockliff wrote to him frequently from
this time on about personnel, finances, and other issues. Fr.
Theodor Geppert’s booklet The Early Years of Sophia University
also confirms from several sources about likely arrangements
between the Japan Mission and the Missouri Province. (Geppert,
pp. 29-30)

Rockliff and Dahlmann set out from Naples on the
steamship Princess Alice on September 11, 1908. (Sophia
University Historical Records, Vol. 1, p. 68) Dahlmann wrote on
board on October 10 as the ship traveled between Hong Kong
and Shanghai that the trip had been favored by good weather
until they approached Hong Kong, where they were struck by a
severe typhoon on October 2-3. (Woodstock Letters, Volume 38
[1909], pp. 119-120) Boucher later boarded in Shanghai, and the
ship reached Yokohama on the morning of October 18, exactly
two years after the end of the 25" General Congregation in
Rome. By coincidence, the United States Navy fleet was visiting
Japan, and to the delight of onlookers the American and

Japanese naval vessels put on a welcoming show that evening
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illuminated by electric lights on their vessels, along with shouts
and artillery salvos. (Rockliff Letter, October 25, 1908) The new
arrivals met the Archbishop of Tokyo, Pierre-Xavier Mugabure,
M.E.P., that day in Yokohama, gathered their trunks the next day,
and immediately left for Tokyo, where they stayed at the
Archbishop’s residence on the night of October 19.

The details of the early days and years of these Jesuits
is explained thoroughly in the Sophia University Historical
Records (Vol. 1) and in The Early Years of Sophia University,
and so I will focus here on matters associated with Rockliff in
particular. He wrote many letters to Fr. Meyer, Provincial of the
Missouri Province, and to other friends. I have examined his
extant letters in the Archives of the Missouri Province at the
Jesuit Archives and Research Center in Saint Louis, as well as
the numerous letters by Rockliff and others which were
published in the Woodstock Letters. A detailed list of these

documents may be found at the end of this study.

Rockliff’s letters soon show that he carried out the
mandate to keep in touch with the American Jesuits, especially
with those in Missouri. The contents of these letters comment on
their spiritual works, as well as the conditions of daily life, such

as food, housing, earthquakes, weather (especially typhoons,
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which he calls the “fall gales”), and the cold in their unheated
residence. He also discusses initial ideas about the “institute”
that the founders were considering; also needs for personnel,
financial support, books, Catholic periodicals, and so on.
Specific mention is made about sources of funds and the manner
of sending funds and materials. These letters also demonstrate
his continuing fondness for companions from the Buffalo
Mission, the Missouri Province, and elsewhere, and his desire to
inform a larger audience of Jesuits about the prospects for the
new mission. He also shows concern about how this mission
was being received by the Catholic Church, as well as by the
government and the broader society, in Japan. He sees Japanese
religiosity drifting into a composite of Confucianism, Shintoism,

and Christianity.

Rockliff insisted that the preferred languages of
instruction should be English and German, and that lectures in
political science should be provided to counteract socialism. He
recognized that an institute of philosophy was the aim, but that it
should be especially focused on ethics and the history of religion,
and also that the prospective students needed to secure income
after finishing, for which philosophy was deemed insufficient.
He especially encouraged Fr. Meyer to consider sending young

personnel from the defunct Buffalo Mission who were adept in
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both English and German, because of both their current
language skills and their capacity to learn Japanese, which he
considered too difficult as a medium of high-level instruction for
the three Jesuits who had already arrived. (Rockliff Letter,
January 24, 1909)

The letters became somewhat more detailed in 1909.
The letter of July 20, in particular, mentioned that Fr. General
Wernz had written to Rockliff that Fr. Meyer would soon send Fr.
Wilhelm Engelen and probably two Brothers for the mission. He
expressed delight at the imminent arrival of Fr. Engelen but
advised against sending any brothers. The letter of September 7
noted that Rockliff had picked up word that Fr. Engelen was
coming as Superior to Tokyo. Rockliff wrote: “No news could
have been more grateful to me and the sooner he takes charge
the better. Then I could perhaps be made free to work for the
mission by collecting the most necessary funds in Europe or
America.” Indeed, Engelen arrived in Japan on February 24,
1910 (the same day that Fr. Hermann Hoffmann, the future
President of Jochi Daigaku arrived in Tokyo).

A letter from Rockliff dated March 11, 1909, and
published in Woodstock Letters (Volume 38 [1909]) contained

interesting reflections about both conditions of need in Japan
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and opportunities for zealous scholastics (Jesuit seminarians) as

follows:

The mass of the people [in Japan] is steeped in
materialism and religious superstition, and prone to a
low standard of morality. The latitudinarianism of
modern Protestantism with all its negations seems to be
the most acceptable form of Christianity to the leading
minds, nor is this good enough for the Japanese but it
must be nationalized and infused with, or spiritualized
by the Japanese genius. The confusion of thought about
the most fundamental notions is appalling. But that is
the characteristic of our times all over the
globe....Otherwise the conditions for our undertaking
are quite favorable and I do not doubt that our Institute
will in a very few years number hundreds and hundreds
of zealous students, if we get the means to start it
properly and able teachers for all its different courses.
There will, I think, be an immediate opening for
scholastics, especially for those who speak English and
German, the two foreign languages most in demand,
and they must come soon in order to learn Japanese,

whilst the college structures are being erected.
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Rockliff wrote with an eye to current religious and intellectual
conditions in Japan and to the building up of the still tiny scale

of the Japan Mission.

With the arrival of Frs. Engelen and Hoffmann in early
1910, Rockliff began preparations for his return to the United
States. Schoenberg reports the following: “Rocklift’s health was
adversely affected by the humid climate [of Japan], and his
provincial, Father John Hanselman of New York, had recalled
him back to the States.” (Schoenberg, p. 273) In addition,
Rockliff is said to have suffered from diabetes, and his obituary
says that “The rigors of the climate of Japan and the
peculiarities of diet soon undermined his health and he was
obliged to return to the United States.” (McAstocker) He left
Japan on May 2, 1910.

Rockliff’s Return to the United States

By May 18, 1910, Rockliff managed to reach Spokane,
Washington, where he visited Fr. Herman Goller, who had been
named the first Provincial Superior of the newly formed
California Province. Unfortunately, Goller had suffered a heart
attack in Portland, Oregon, in February 1910, but then returned

to Spokane. Rockliff and Goller were old friends, as the former
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had been a prefect and the latter had been a student at the Jesuit
college in Feldkirch years before. Goller convinced Rockliff to
be his Socius (Executive or Administrative Assistant) and
assured him that he could arrange the matter with both the Jesuit
Superior General in Rome and his Provincial, Fr. Hanselman.
Hanselman approved Goller’s request on May 30 on condition
that Rockliff first attend the New York Province Congregation
on June 25. Fr. General also approved, and so Rockliff suddenly
became the Socius of the California Province. Then, Goller died
on November 5, 1910, after having appointed Rockliff as

Vice-Provincial.

Fr. General formally appointed Rockliff as Goller’s
successor as Provincial on November 18, 1910. This began
another important time along the journey of Rockliff’s life after
his service in Japan. Rather surprisingly Rockliff served as
Provincial in California until 1913, during all that time as a
member of the Maryland-New York Province. Afterward, he
served elsewhere in that Province, including as the first Rector
of the College of Mount Saint Michael’s, a newly opened
seminary in the state of Washington. As Provincial of California,
Rockliff was once again in contact with the Provincial of
Missouri, Fr. Meyer, especially about the division of personnel

and missions between the two provinces. He also wrote to
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Meyer about the return of Brother Karl Studer (a member of the
Missouri Province formerly in the Buffalo Mission) to
California from Japan, where he had become seriously sick after
only two months. (Rockliff Letter, November 20, 1912) Rockliff
was finally transferred officially to the California Province in
1915, and he was sent in that year as its delegate to the 26"
General Congregation of the Society of Jesus in Rome. That
Congregation had been summoned upon the death of Fr. Wernz
in 1914, and it elected Fr. Wlodimir Ledochowski as Superior
General in February 1915. Rockliff engaged in various works in

the California Province in his later years.

The story of James Rockliff that is directly related to
Japan ended with his return to the United States in 1910. But
there are some other later developments which can be indirectly
connected to his subsequent involvement with the Japan Mission.
We have already seen both how he was engaged in the original
planning for the amalgamation of the Buffalo Mission into the
American Provinces in 1907 and how he became one of the
initial group of companions who went to Japan in 1908. He had
worked with Fr. Rudolph Meyer before his mission to Japan,
and then with him afterwards especially regarding the division
of labor between the California and Missouri Provinces

concerning the Indian Missions in South Dakota. As Provincial
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of Missouri for a second time from 1907, Fr. Meyer had
responsibility for many of the personnel from the former Buffalo

Mission.

It is interesting to note that after Rockliff, Fr. Wilhelm
Engelen arrived in Japan in 1910; Frs. Friedrich Hillig and
Victor Gettelman in 1911; Bro. Karl Studer in 1912; Fr. Robert
Keel in 1913; and Fr. Mark McNeal in 1914. All these early
arrivals to the Japan Mission had served in the Buffalo Mission,
the Missouri Province, or both. During these years, Fr. Hermann
Hoffmann was the only new arrival who had not had experience
in those jurisdictions. These connections undoubtedly bespeak
planning from Rome, as well as personal connections among the
former members of the Buffalo Mission, among whom Rockliff

and Meyer were key persons.

These personnel may also be associated indirectly to
the unexpected item in the draft of the Charter of Jochi Daigaku
mentioned above, which listed a role for Saint Louis University
as receiver in case the enterprise failed. Another factor may be
that in 1911, Fr. Wernz designated Saint Louis University as
“collegium maximum,” the highest kind of Jesuit school.
(Byrnes, et al., p. 77) These are notable hints of the personal and

institutional links among the former Buffalo Mission, the new
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Japan Mission, and the Missouri Province during those years
when Sophia University began. There is also evidence that Fr.
Rockliff continued to speak to fellow Jesuits in the U.S.A. about
Japan after his return (See the notice in Woodstock Letters, Vol.
56 [1927] concerning his visit to Woodstock College on April 27,
1913.) The common narrative about the return of the Jesuits to
Japan has usually mentioned Rockliff, but has not taken much
notice of the Buffalo Mission, the Missouri Province, and Fr.
Rudolph Meyer. These would be suitable additions to that

narrative.

A Perspective on the Person and Mission
of James Rockliff

Throughout this short biographical sketch of James
Rockliff, I have tried to go beyond a mere listing of dates and
places to provide some context for his life and work. His years
in Japan are the main focus of attention here, but I have also
attended to earlier and later periods in his life’s journey and to
the circumstances of the world and of the Society of Jesus that
influenced them. I will add some additional remarks here on the
significance of who he was, what he did, and how it might relate
to our condition today. This will involve some surmises,

interpretations, and alternative narratives to connect several
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missing dots over a period of more than a century and a half.

When I added “Along the Journey” to the title of this
manuscript, I had in mind the many extensive journeys that
Rockliff undertook during his lifetime and how we might
accompany him along that way. He traveled tens of thousands of
miles, in Europe, North America, and Asia, and sailed across the
major oceans of the world. His intrepid advance to each stage of
that journey already appears in his early studies in Austria and
his decision to enter the Province of Germany. His assignment to
the Buffalo Mission, his transfer from that Mission to the
Maryland-New York Province, his interlude in the revived Japan
Mission, and his unexpected role in the California Province all

indicate a man who was flexible, capable, and vigorous.

Schoenberg has described Rockliff during his
California days as someone who acted in a “calm, orderly
manner.” He went on to say: “Rockliff had the appearance of a
person who could do everything except play games. Among
priests he looked like a bishop. Average in height, but
barrel-chested, he changed little over the years. His hair did not
fall out, his eyes continued to see everything in the province
without the help of glasses, and his stubborn looking chin...gave

him the same appearance of immutability whether he was the
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second provincial or the first rector of the Mount.” (Schoenberg,
p. 281) In Rocklift’s obituary, McAstocker wrote: “He entered
upon the office [of second Provincial of the California Province]
at a very trying time...and his tact and genius of administration
were frequently called into play.”(McAstocker) Even without
these evaluations of Rockliff’s character, one could judge from
his appointments over the years in the Buffalo Mission, the
Japan Mission, and the California Province, that he was admired
by his contemporaries for his administrative and executive
abilities.

Other aspects of his personality appear in the surprise
that he showed when he gave the Spiritual Exercises to young
boys at a Catholic school in Yokohama shortly after his arrival
in Japan. He expected that they would all be Catholics, but it
seems that other boys in the school also attended: “Protestants,
Mohammedans, Russian schismatics, pagans, infidels, two Jews,
one Parsee.” (Rockliff Letter, December 7, 1908) He wrote that
this was a “strange but pleasant experience,” and seems to
suggest that substituting his talks for their classes may also have
appealed to the boys. Reading that account brings to mind the
amazement of people today at the many weddings of
non-Catholics now held at the Kulturheim Chapel of Sophia

University at which Jesuits officiate. His letters also show his
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gentle sense of humor. In a letter to Fr. Meyer shortly after his
arrival in Tokyo, he mentioned a meal taken by the small
community at their residence: “a young Japanese cook...served
up our milk at table the first day we were here in a certain
unmentionable article that usually stands below the bed [a
chamber pot].” (Rockliff Letter, November 12, 1908) He also
found humor in some English-language signs in Japan, as well.
such as “extract of fowl” over an egg shop and “head cutter”
over a barber shop. (Woodstock Letters, Volume 38, p 124)

The other feature of Rockliff’s journey is “mission.” I
will not try to explain the changing nuances of the word
“mission,” but I think that it is a term that can help us to
understand the significance of Rockliff for Japan in his own
days and our own. The word “mission” is frequently used today
by many organizations in the phrase “mission statement.” The
terms Buffalo Mission, Japan Mission, and Rocky Mountain
Mission have come up frequently in the course of Rockliff’s
own undertakings, with specific reference to Jesuit projects and
institutions. As I mentioned earlier, one of the occasions for my
looking into Rockliff’s life more carefully relates to my own
experience in Japan over the last few decades. Today “mission”
is used in Jesuit terminology with various nuances that have

been influenced by ecumenism, inter-religious dialogue, and

31



global awareness that have become prominent in the Catholic
Church from the time of the Second Vatican Council
(1961-1965). Rockliff’s service in Japan may be associated with
a “mission statement” for Sophia University. The spirit of that
term is suggested over the years in various efforts to summarize
the goals and to identify the general purpose of Sophia
University. It comes out in addresses at University ceremonies,
documents that express the University’s ideals, and brief

catch-phrases that are frequently found in publications.

My impression is that various layers of such a “mission
statement” have built up over the years, going all the way back
to Rockliff’s times. As pointed out earlier, the first Jesuit
companions in 1908 were instructed not to use the word
“university” in their project to begin an institute of higher
studies. As it turned out later, the Japanese Ministry of
Education demanded that the new institution be named a
“daigaku,” which is normally translated as “university” in
English. So the new enterprise was to be a university, and it was
commonly called “The Catholic University of Japan” in English.
This is clear in the explanation by Fr. McNeal in Woodstock
Letters (Vol. 44 [1915], pp. 312ff.)). We have become
accustomed to use the term “Sophia University” now, but the

official name was always “Jochi Daigaku,” and the English term
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for many decades was “The Catholic University of Japan.” This
actually was a felicitous choice of terms because the initial
Jesuit goal was to affirm a Catholic presence in the intellectual
life of Japan in the domestic and international context of that era.
The sending of the Jesuits to Japan in 1908 was intended as an
explicit statement of the interest of the Catholic Church in an
intellectual presence in Japan within a world of new great
powers and noticeable scientific and technological advances.
“Sophia” was informally introduced into usage in the late 1920s,
and only came into the University’s official nomenclature
following the changing circumstances of Catholic higher
education and new laws on education in Japan after World War

II. (See Geppert’s booklet for more details on nomenclature.)

A lot of the public discourse in Japan from the late 19"
into the early 20™ centuries was about Japan in a new world on
the edge between East and West. That vocabulary is also found
in explanations about Jochi Daigaku throughout those years. The
narrative about dialogue between East and West in Jesuit
terminology goes all the way back to St. Francis Xavier in the
16" century, when the terms for comparison implied Catholic
Europe and Japan (Buddhism, in particular). A mutually
respectful interchange in the undoubtedly global and scientific

era of the early 20™ century when Jesuits reentered Japan called
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for intellectual exchange between the emerging nation of Japan
on the one hand, and the United States and European nations on
the other.

Another layer in this understanding of the “mission”
arose out of the major world conflicts, both military and
intellectual, in the twentieth century. These confrontations were
based not simply on differences of geography or culture
separating East from West, but rather on spiritual fault-lines
between authoritarian and atheistic ideologies like fascism,
Nazism, and communism and their opponents in liberal
democracies and faith communities (the Catholic Church, in
particular). After World War II, the International Federation of
Catholic Universities (IFCU), seeking a bridging concept,
stressed the theme of “Christian humanism,” which has
resonated well and long in  Sophia  University’s

self-understanding.

Another important phase that added to the recognition
of Sophia University’s mission grew stronger from the 1960s
and 1970s. This was a time in which the words “international”
and “internationalization” came to be widely used, both in
Japan’s economic and cultural outreach and in Sophia

University’s narrative about the character of its institution and
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the nature of its intellectual undertakings. During this period
after an era of heady and destructive nationalisms, the feature of
an “international” dimension explicitly entered Sophia
University’s statements and organizational chart. Then, as
understanding grew of how the world was facing crises which
previous responses could not solve, new layers of thought
addressing this changed reality were subsequently added to the
international dimension. In an era of financial crises, refugees,
and rapid transformations in the political conditions after the
Cold War, the Superior General of the Society of Jesus Fr. Pedro
Arrupe’s succinct phrase “men for others” caught on in
educational circles throughout the world. As these new factors in
the challenges of the contemporary world became clearer over
time, the phrase turned into “men and women for others,” and
“men and women for others and with others,” the preferred

usage today at Sophia University.

One more layer in the mission statement of Sophia
University (and many other institutions, also) is captured in the
words “global” and “globalization.” These common terms have
become widely used recently, garnering attention in academic,
political, and business circles, especially from the 1990s. The
globalization of today has many characteristics that differ from

the actual global phenomena of the early twentieth century,
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when James Rockliff journeyed to Japan and when
“globalization” was not part of the common discourse of the age.
I found only one use of the word “globe” in the writings of
Rockliff that I perused, quoted earlier in this study. Yet I think
there is a certain continuity and development in the mission that
Rockliff began and what we now identify as the “global”
dimension at Sophia University. As we reflect on the
significance of James Rockliff today, a glance at all of these
alternative narratives of mission that have emerged over the last
century may provide the basis for a better understanding of
where we have arrived and where we are headed along our own

journey.

An earlier quotation from Rockliff’s letters (Rockliff
Letter of March 11, 1909, in Woodstock Letters, Vol. 38 [1909])
demonstrated the perceived hostile atmosphere in which the
small group of Jesuits began their work in Japan in 1908. One
hundred and ten years later, the Jesuit Superior General Fr.
Arturo Sosa made an intervention in a Synod held in Rome as

follows:
But what if we dare, instead, to see secularization as a

sign of the times, in the theological sense that the

Second Vatican Council indicated? That Council invited
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us to see secularization, and the secular world that
emerges from it, as one of the ways in which the Spirit
is speaking and guiding us in this time. Instead of
multiplying regrets for an idealized past that is gone, let
us ask ourselves sincerely what the Lord is telling us
through secularization, where the Holy Spirit leads us
through that path that humanity is actually living. (Sosa,
October 24, 2018)

While not underestimating the challenges facing the
Church’s mission today, this very different way of perceiving
them leads Fr. Sosa to understand secularization as a ““sign of the
times.” It may also suggest an alternative view—perhaps less
threatening, but even more challenging—for Sophia University
today in comparison with that held by Fr. Rockliff.
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