Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture Research Unit on “Sexual Harassment, Violence, and Consent: Japan in Cross-Cultural Perspective” presents
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Day one: June 27 (Sat) 15:00-17:00

(Event in Japanese with English translation:
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Day two: June 28 (Sun) 13:00-16:30
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Over the past decade, feminist movements, survivor
activism, and public debate have transformed how
sexual violence is discussed in Japan. From grassroots
campaigns of #MeToo to recent legal reforms, such as
the 2023 revision of the Penal Code, important chang-
es have emerged in both public discourse and institu-
tional frameworks.

Yet these developments do not mark the end of the
conversation. Recent cases, including the 2025 Fuji TV
scandal, continue to reveal the persistence of second-
ary victimisation, media sensationalism, and structural
barriers surrounding sexual violence.

Bringing together artists, activists, journalists, and
researchers, this weekend event at Sophia University
reflects on the achievements of past feminist interven-
tions while asking what kinds of responsibility, care,
and institutional transformation are still necessary for
the future. The conversation around sexual violence
must continue — not only as a matter of law, but also
as a question of culture, media, and collective ethics.
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Saturday June 27th, 2026, 15:00-17:00
Room L-921, 9F, Central Library, Sophia University

Nearly a decade after the emergence of feminist “believe” campaigns in Japan, conversations surrounding sexual violence continue
to evolve. While public awareness has grown and important legal reforms have been introduced, recent incidents and ongoing re-
search continue to reveal the persistence of stigma, secondary victimisation, and structural inequalities surrounding sexual violence.
This event welcomes the Tomorrow Girls' Troop to reflect on its activist interventions in the late 2010s and the political significance
of feminist campaigns that sought to make survivors’ voices visible and heard.

Rather than looking back on these movements as a completed chapter, the discussion asks what artistic and activist practices can
still offer in the present moment. How do art and visual culture shape public conversations about sexual violence? What forms of
solidarity, visibility, and care remain necessary today? And how might feminist activism continue to respond to changing social and
media environments? Following the talk, art historian from Fordham University in New York, Dr Asato lkeda, will join as discussant to
further explore the relationship between art, activism, memory, and the future of feminist engagement against sexual violence.

The event will be held in Japanese with an English interpreter.
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Tomorrow Girls Troop (TGT) is a global feminist artist-activist
collective founded in 2015. They address East Asian gender
issues through performance and media, aiming to reach audi-
ences beyond the art world. Operating anonymously, members
wear pink masks blending the Silkworm (symbolizing wom-

en’s labor) and the Rabbit. They adopt the names of deceased
activists to protect their safety and ensure equal participation.
This practice prevents attention from being diverted to personal
details, keeping the focus strictly on the issues and their pursuit
of equality.
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Asato lkeda is Associate Professor of Art History at Fordham
University, New York and a Research Fellow at the Institute

of Comparative Culture at Sophia University (July 2026). Her
research interest lies in art and politics, broadly defined. She is
the co-editor of Art and War in Japan and its Empire (2012), the
co-author of A Third Gender: Beautiful Youths in Japanese Prints
(2016), and the author of The Politics of Painting: Fascism and
Japanese Art during the Second World War (2018). She has also
published in Transgender Studies Quarterly and modernism/
modernity.
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