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2025 MEXT INTER-UNIVERSITY EXCHANGE PROJECT KICK-OFF MEETING
THE JAPAN-AFRICA NEXUS:

CO-BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE GLOBAL FUTURE TOGETHER
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13:30-17:20 FEBRUARY 19, 2026
(REGISTRATION OPENS AT 13:00)
17™ FLOOR, BUILDING 2, YOTSUYA CAMPUS, SOPHIA UNIVERSITY (HYBRID FORMAT)

PROJECT OVERVIEW

This program aims to develop leaders equipped with
interdisciplinary expertise and international
collaboration skills by providing Japanese and African
students with the experience of jointly identifying and
solving global challenges. With the global environment
as a shared theme, participating students will take
the initiative to learn about common issues faced by
both Japan and Africa through a collaborative learning
platform that combines lecture courses and training
programs. They will engage in comparative studies
and work together to discover and address these
challenges.

KICK-OFF MEETING OUTLINE

As a kickoff meeting for the MEXT Inter-University
Exchange Project (Global South Countries: Africa
Region), we will invite partner universities and
institutions to hold lectures and panel discussions
centered on the program’s theme: “Developing
Leaders Who Contribute to Solving Global
Environmental Challenges through International
Collaboration.” This event will serve as an opportunity
to deepen mutual understanding, share a common
sense of purpose, also, by opening it to the public,
this event introduce to educational institutions and
related stakeholders  the university’s past
achievements in education and research on African,
as well as new initiatives based on collaboration with
international organizations.

Language used: English and Japanese (simultaneous interpretation available)
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The meeting will be held in a hybrid , in person or online.
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Free of charge; Please register online via following link or QR code.
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2025 MEXT Inter-University Exchange Project Kick-off meeting

The Japan—-Africa Nexus: Co-Building a Sustainable Global Future Together
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13:30-17:20 February 19, 2026 17t Floor, Building 2, Yotsuya Campus, Sophia University (hybrid format)
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PROGRAM

Welcome Remarks
Prof. Miki SUGIMURA President, Sophia University
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Keynote Lecture

Mr. Kuniaki SATO

Director, International Affairs Division, Higher Education
Bureau, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology — Japan (MEXT)
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Introduction to the Project
Prof. Mariko IIJIMA Vice President, Sophia University
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Keynote Lecture
Fr. Arsene Brice BADO, S.J.
President, Jesuit University of Abidjan
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Fr. Arsene Brice BADO, S.J.

Coffee Break
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Panel Discussion 1
“Triple helix model of collaboration involving universities,
industry, and government”

Panelists

Mr. Koichiro WATANABE JICA

Mr. Takashi IMAI Toda Corporation

Prof. Stephen George BUCKLAND Arrupe Jesuit University
Prof. Yodé Simplice DION Félix Houphouét-Boigny
University

Prof. Hebatallah BADAWY Egypt-Japan University of
Science and Technology

Moderator

Prof. Naoki UMEMIYA Sophia University
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Prof. BUCKLAND, Stephen George
(Arrupe Jesuit U)

Prof. DION, Yodé Simplice (Félix
Houphouét-Boigny U)

Prof. BADAWY, Hebatallah (E-JUST)
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Panel Discussion
“Approaches to Global Environmental Challenges”

Panelists

Mr. Naoshige KINOSHITA African Development Bank
(AfDB)

Prof. Scarlett CORNELISSEN Stellenbosch University
Dr. Grace Sintim ADASI University of Ghana

Prof. Guangwei HUANG Sophia University

University Cheikh Anta Diop (UCAD): TBA

Moderator

Ms. Eri YAMAZAKI Sophia University
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Prof. CORNELISSEN, Scarlet
(Stellenbosch U)

Prof. ADASI, Grace Sintim (U of Ghana)
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Closing Remarks
Prof. Mariko IIJIMA Vice President, Sophia University
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